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MOTHER AND CHILD. place, inquire what the spiritual world is. | not overpowered by the splendors and awful] ite and death really are will do much to tions and dreamed of the same possibilities | sage are without foundation, and that these 

— As there are spiritual substances out of|grandeurs of the divine presence. He is|release us from it. The true wisdom for for humanity, aspirations do not belong to any possible 

Tato the court-coom tae cal 8 which a spiritual man can be organized, it hot summoned to the tribunal of divine} every one is to livein the present, to respect} No one can properly be a moralist in impulse of life, but rather to an ignis-fatuus 
There on ber dark and unwomanty face follows that there can be a real spiritual] justice to answer for all his sins—to have/all the laws of health, to be willing to re- merely an intellectual sense and still lead a| born of a fatality that man can not over- 
main in this life as long as his heavenly | spiritual life. The moralist may do noth- come, then to-day let it be set aside as a rule 


red the sigas of her shame and disgrace. world formed of spiritual substances, And the black catalogue rehearsed to him, and 
aek aby ihe = this is what our doctrines teach. The spir-| to receive a formal trial, sentence, and ac- 

Standing so boldly there, itual world is made up of various spiritual | quittal. 
— — objects, as the material world is made up of| But as he leaves this world like the fading 
various material objects; and these objects} light of day, so he rises to the spiritual, as 


ing at variance with the code of the deca-|of action, Nor let it stand in mocking 
logue; he may not violate any one of the array at the entrance of the temple and 
commandments; he may not even violate| shrine, nor let it be paraded in all depart- 
the Golden Rule; but if he does not afirma- f| ments of literature, nor let it stand as the 
tively assert it he therefore has not the} rule of guidance for little children to read 
spiritual impetus and power, If man re- and endeavor to imitate until it is sup- 


ather thinks it is best for him, and to be 
dy to go when he calls him, trusting to 
m as the same being of infinite mercy 
who cares for us all with the same love in 
death us in life. He created us, and has 


- Hearing her sentence with sullen disdain. 
looked down from his seat— fare relatively the same in both worlds. the day dawns, gently, gradually, with a 


Wondering how abe bal wandered no — There are spiritual earths, mountains, hills, growing light; and he wakes to find himself] made the universe a storehouse filled with 
From the € 2 where the virtuous are. valleys, plains, rivers, seas, rocks, at- surrounded with friends, who are ready to/everything useful for us, and will Ae desert | frains from doing harm to his neighbor and | pressed by the over-wise parent or the 
Dep el eed Te) gl mospheres, sun, moon, stars, clouds, trees, | answer all his inquiries, who minister to all] us? Will he be less present to us in this] does not also actively engage in good work, | worldly-wise school into which they enter 
Treading unthinkingly, animals; indeed, there is a mineral, vegeta- | his wants, and who greet him with the ut is of our existence? I remark again|he presents the negative of goodness, the] with adult years, 
08 U 8 terrible doom! ble, and animal kingdom in the spiritual] most kindness and love. When we Pe . we 3 a 1 our identity a this eet of arly for all moral 12 a ane N mey be 9 up, 
world, the same as there is in this; the only] born into this world we are not gree ge. We shall be as conscious of our|the universe he is a vacuum, and around | the Sa dey ent of human educa- 
1 — n 4 difference being that the spiritual world is with half the joy, or ministered to with existence, that we are still ourselves, in the this vacuum may congregate various social | tion cease to exist, and mankind be placed 
anes ne ab hin with och — SAR, more substantial and more real in every] half the tenderness and delight that the] other life as we are in this. When we wake | results that are negatively good, but unless upon a practical basis of life, which is the 
Blue in their as the bonny blue sk ies. spiritual sense, more beautiful and various f angels greet the new-born soul and minister in the morning we know that we are the] the man shall not only refrain from injuring | survival of the fittest, the success of the 
a in form, and as much more excellent in] to all his wants. same person that went to sleep the night be- | his neighbor but shall seek to do his neigh- | strongest, the triumph of that which has the 
so merrily, * every quality as a spiritual substance is] How beautiful and consoling is this view] fore. So when we wake in the spiritual] bor some good, unless >a shall not only re- 5 Physical ee 177 the law of evo- 
Beautifu 1 more excellent than gross matter. Hexe, of death! Surely we can say with the] world we shall know ourselves. It is true|frain from anger, condemnation, censure, | lution may be developed into a code. If it 
sag ety. 3 then, is a real world; there is nothing imag-| apostle, O death, where is thy sting? Of we shall not ordinarily look back upon our | criticism, slander and other evils of a social | be right that man shall live upon a material 
Sots ba peste ie De vants- ant then inary, nothing illusory about it. It is real| grave, where is thy victory?” The divine] life in this world as we look back upon the jand occult moral nature, but shall also per-] basis, that material philosophy shall prevail, 
acy cue lor tot tte oe and substantial to every spiritual sense, as | mercy and infinite tenderness of our heavenly | scenes of yesterday, But our existence and | form some act of kindness, actively shelters | let it prevail. But let us have no Bibles, 
Freed for the sake of that innocent head. the spirit is real and substantial, having all | Father, displayed in the provisions that he | consciousness of the fact will no more be| his neighbor's name with words of charity, | no New ree no code of morals, no 
= — bern - plains: wee child Ice senses, has made for us during this great transition, | destroyed than it now is by going from one | does good deeds at every fitting opportunity, | poetry, no philosophy, that teaches of some- 
Lying so bay hol — Knowing what man is, and what the spir- are inexpressibly affecting. When we first house to another, This change is in- expresses his 187 5 the higher impulses of thing atenh EEE so sublimely at 
„ Cumeu so com there itual world is, we are prepared to under-|learn what our doctrines teach upon this evitable. It will come to each one of you; | higher humanity, he is not, therefore, un variance with the daily usage of life and the 
r * 3 stand what death is. It is nothing more] subject, when we see that the Lord’s loving fit will come to me. The time will come active spiritual power in human society. teachings of material philosophy. The law 
the Justice bent over his book, than the translation of the spirit, which is] kindness is manifested toward his children when our friends will gather about us and| The trouble with religious impulses is that that governs the brute creation, the law from 
Asking een r the man himself, from the material world tofas much in death as in life; that he makes | watch with us during this great transition. | it takes the place, first, of active form of which the Darwinian theory of life has 
Yortase would carry those small, wineome feet. the spiritual world; and this translation is|our bed for us; that he takes every step, Our consciousness will begin to fail, our | worship, then, of good deeds, and finally | sprung, is unfortunately a portion of the 
Ab, that a blossom so tender should rest effected by withdrawing him from the mate-| with us; that he sends the loveliest aud pulse will grow feeble, our breath slower] recedes into the negative condition of non-|law that prevails in society; the swiftest 
n y * rial body. It is taking off his material | wisest of the angels to lead us through what] and slower, until it stops, and the cycle of|action—that is, the refraining from any-| win the race, the strongest gain the victory. 
ed with the beautiful! body. It is doing to men what we do to| has been called the ‘dark valley,” instead | life in this world is closed. We shall leave | thing actually wrong. This, of course, is Those who are greatest in material might 
Sta by the glory of motherhood blest, the corn when we strip off the husk, or to} of some horrid monster, who rudely seizes} with our friends only the natural body, our | considered a great point in the moral world. | overcome the weakest, and it is no longer 


We do not deny it, considering what men] the custom in human life for men to slay 
actually do under temptation. But at the their inferiors, physically, as they meet them 


Think of It, fathers, when sweet eyes of brown the wheat when we remove it from the chaff. | the soul with remorseless grasp and hurries | cast-off earthly garment; and we shall wake 
ro’ the r 
same time he who understands the laws of on the street. They mass men together and 


Watch th ihe fi from town, It is properly a resurrection, or a new birth. it away to abide the sentence of stern, un-|to consciousness in the spiritual world, 
eee ee oror 2 | koari lt deprives him of life no more than it de-] pitying justice, it seems like a new revela-| where we shall live forever. When we rise 


Eager n i : : fere : q . s a : 2 i 5 

Tiny, wee hands draw your chair to Its place stroys the qualities of a nut to take it from tion of the divine love. But we might] in that lite we shall soon become associated | spiritual power and activity, is aware that|the stronger nation slays the weaker. Or 

Pres dames ‘te gh ae its covering; or deprives the bird of life to} know, if we would reason correctly, that the} with those of a character similar to our own; | nature not only abhors a vacuum but a nega-|if it be on the field of commercial combat 

ì Nurtured so prayerfully, break its shell and come forth into the ma-] Lord's loving care would be especially ex-|we shall be introduced into our eternal] tive, and that he who refrains from evil, he who is the strongest intellectually slays 
Kept from all Knowledge of shame or disgrace. terial world; or than it deprives man himself|ercised over us when we most needed it. | home; and we shall live forever the life we | either because the moral precept is strong the one who is so unfortunate as not to 

{ Dream of It, mothers, when lullabies sung of consciousness and life to be born into this | Infinite love could not fail us at such af have begun to live here, If the principles | within him as an intellectual proposition or] sess a mind as strong. But in the field of 

Over the eradle so tenderly swung, world. On the contrary, it sets him free. time. When we say that his love is infinite] of goodness and truth have been implanted | because of the fear of the consequences, is] social life it is the triumph of the one who 


not absolutely under a spiritual control of | has, perhaps, the greatest amount of physical 
religion, but is under intellectual control of | wealth, and the greatest amount of pride, 


in our lives here, we shall be united with 


Bend with with the laugh of the —— While he is enveloped in the material body | we have exhausted every expression of it. 
those who are the embodiment of similar 


Warm in the light of your watchfal blue eyes. na l € ) 
In, bet how piy Jou paard her from harm, he is not consciously in the spiritual world, But it will take us an eternity to find out 


5 — r Wioughé of alarm— as he is not consciously in this world while | what infinite means, and then we shall not] principles, and these principles will be like} proposition of morality, ambition, tyranny and power to sway over 
Lovturty pressing ber in the womb. Wen he is withdrawn from | exhaust it. fruitful seeds, growing, blossoming, and] The laws of morals belonging to the Chris- | his fellows. 

Close to your heart in your sheltering arm. the body he comes openly and consciously} But let us notice some other interesting] bearing the fruit of ineffable, and to our] tian church are actively in vogue only, per-] This is a one-sided picture. If that side 

— Nelly Booth Simmons. into the spiritual world. His spiritual] particulars concerning death. Nothing] poor feeble sense here, inconceivable, joys | haps, in the simplest and most humble walks | were the only human side, and if it were true 

— 7 senses are set free to operate, to be effected] seems more uncertain than the time of and blessedness. If we are evil, if we|of life. In the larger degrees of society] that spiritual law can never form the basis 

they are violated negatively, violated actively, of human action, that would be all the side 


. DEATH. by spiritual objects, as by birth into this death; and yet our doctrines assure us that kerish only selfish and worldly affections, 
world his natural senses are set free to bef the Divine Providence governs that as well] we shall reap the bitter fruits of such evil 
A Common-Sense View of the Tran- effected by the objects of this world. Theſ as everything else. All ages die. Earth] seeds. Let us then bring the subject home 
sition, by Rev. Chauncey Giles. man, now a spirit, is not changed into an- is the seminary of heaven. It is the nursery|to ourselves personally; let us try to think 
other form, or another being. He loses where the germs of immortal life are of ourselves as going, as already there. 
Death is almost universally regarded as nothing, and he gains nothing but greater] planted and commence their growth, and] You and I, if we have lived and loved evil 
the great and fearful mystery that embraces] freedom, and more favorable conditions for] infinite wisdom knows when it is best to] here, repeating in every act of our lives to 
life everywhere in its shadowy arms. It/the development of his life; as a man by] transplant them. The spirit is the real man. eternity the mournful dirge of our text, 
has been called the King of Terrors. It is being born into this world gains no new The body is the rough shell. The Lord] Behold, we die, we perish, we all perish;“ 
inflicted on men as the greatest punishment) organs, but only more favorable conditions| knows when it is best for the spirit to be| but if we have loved goodness and truth, 
for the greatest crimes. All men shrink for the development and use of those he al- removed from its earthly covering infinitely | and made it our own by life, we shall not 
from it, and shudder at its approach; and ready possesses. The change which we call] better than the best gardener knows when] die any more, we shall live forever a life of 
we mourn over those who have been removed | death, then, is more properly a birth, a res- to transplant his fruit and flowers. The infinitely varied and ever-increasing blessed- 
by it with a depth, a bitterness, and a con- urrection, a transition into a new and higher| divine Providence extends to the manner of | ness. 
3 of sorrow that we oat for oa er state of existence. We completed one cycle|our resurrection from the body also, as — 
loss. here are no more sad, mournful and of life when we were born into this world; well as the time. Nothing is unnoticed by : 7 ` T 
hopeless words than these, ‘Behold, we} we complete another when we are born into] him, nothing occurs which he does not THE SPIRITUAL AS THE GUIDE 


without knowledge, and the world drifts on] to present; and I should only have to say 
ignorant of the fact that the social, moral} to you that it is the highest code of morals 
and political fabric of the entire civilized | derived from physical nature; that man shall 
globe is a perpetual violation of the Golden| prey upon his brother wherever he has the 
Rule. It would shock any ardent and de- opportunity, or wherever he thinks it neces- 
vout worshiper at any Christian shrine this] sary for him to do so; that he shall acquire 
day to tell him that in every day of his life] all the wealth that he may desire, as might 
he was violating the Golden Rule, and the] is right; that he shall, if physically stronger, 
precepts of Christ's Sermon on the Mount, | destroy the weaker that the fittest may pre- 
and yet such is the construction of society | vail; that he shall also determine who are 
that it is inevitable, if one lives in and] the fittest, by such laws of might and legis- 
forms a part of the existing social structure; | lation as in solemn convocation, called the 
and governments are based upon a violation] Congress of Nations, these shall deter- 
of it; society is founded upon a violation of | mine, and in all respects man shall live for 
it; the rules of the civilized and enlightened | himself, as there is nothing else for him to 
world forbid its full practicability, and he is] live for. 


— 


die, we perish, we all perish.” the spiritual world. This, according to|seck to overrule for our good. Some OF LIFE. either a recluse or an eccentric, shut out] But as this, I say, is not the only side, 

What is that change which we call death? our doctrines, is that great mystery, and | mature early, and some late. The good from the social world and debarred all com- and as the other side gleams out brighter 

Can any light be thrown upon its darkness? | that great terror at which the nations from|often remain here long and pass through 5 SAO mercial, political and other relations with| notwithstanding its surface has a temporal 
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mankind, who dares to follow the Golden] and material side of existence, for it is only 


Can its enigma be solved? The doctrines | generation to generation have stood aghast. | many trials and temptations, that the dross 
of the new church answer, yes, its darkness| Let us now inquire how this change is ef-| may be thoroughly purged away from their 
has been penetrated, its silence broken, its) fected, and state some of the circumstances | natures. The bad are often removed that] The Tree of Life that is supposed to grow 
mysteries revealed. I invite your attention | attending it. they may become no worse. The infant] in the immortal garden of paradise, whereon 
to a brief statement of what its teachings} Our doctrines teach that this resurrection | and youth are sure of salvation, which they | the fruitage is for the healing of the nations 
are upon this subject, so interesting, and | is effected by the divine mercy of the Lord, | might not attain if they grew up to adult] has hung, can not be the product of a single 
hitherto so mysterious and full of terrors. through the ministry of angels. When from life in this world. Some die suddenly, day, nor yet of a year, nor of a century of 
But before we can fully understand the disease or other causes the material body | without a moment's warning, others see the] human growth. Spiritual truth is either 
nature of the change itself we must know] has become so much deranged and disorgan-| goal of life long before they reach it, and| eternal or it has no abiding place in the uni- 
two things, namely, first, what is that) ized that the soul can no longer use it as an | travel many days, and sometimes years, | verse; is but imagination, sentiment, meta- 
which passes away at death, and secondly} instrument of life in this world, the lungs| with it in view. Some seek for death as physics, philosophy, poetry, but not reality, 
what is the nature of the world into which] cease their action, and all consciousness is|a release from intense pain; and others|and if the spiritual truth abides in eternity, 
it enters. lost. But the spirit does not immediately | shrink from it as the great horror, and] it waits for growth. It can afford the cen- 
First. Our doctrines teach us that man] leave the body. Nor can it by its own would give anything or suffer anything in] turies of slow advancement, can afford repe- 
= is essentially a spiritual being; that there] power extricate itself, When the internal] their power, if they could only live. But] tition of its rays, can afford the seeming 
are spiritual substances as well as material. | parts grow cold, the vital substances, | in this we ought to submit to the guidance] darkness that rises to eclipse its brightness. 
and that, consequently, there can be, as wherever they may be, even if inclosed in| of the divine wisdom. No one knows when | Every advent of spiritual truth is accom- 
Paul says, ‘‘ a spiritual body.” Man, then, [the multiplied intricacies of the most it is best for him to leave this world, and panied by an impulse that for a time seems 
is essentially a spiritual being, having a) elaborate tissue, are separated, for such is] we ought neither to seek to go nor to stay. | to yield to the world a harvest, at least the 
spiritual body, perfectly organized in all its) the force of the Lord's mercy, which acts as] When trouble, pain and disappointment] promise of a harvest, of higher and better 
pa of spiritual substances, as his material | a vivid and spiritual attraction, that nothing | come, some look to death as a relief; they triumphs, 
is organized of material substances, | vital can remain behind. Celestial angels idly and foolishly wish they were dead. Prophets arise, Saviors are born, apostles 
s0 the only essential difference between | are present, to protect the soul from all] But they know not what they ask. go forth knowing the truth is enlivened with 
_ the spiritual body, or man, and the material | danger, and to render all needful assistance] Suppose the blossom should become dis-|the evidence of God's power, the world 
hody, is a difference of the substances aut in raising up the man into the spiritual satisfied with itself because it was not ripe] hopes even against experience for a full tri- 
of which they are formed. The spiritual) world. When man is thus raised up by the] fruit, and, tired of cool nights and of being|umph of the spiritual purpose. The wave 
body has every form and every organ that} celestial angels he possesses only an obscure | tossed about in winds and storms, should recedes, the nations are left somewhat in 
the material body has, even to the minutest| species of vitality, He does not see, but|ask to be severed from the tree, that it] darkness. Discussions arise, intellectualism 
fibres. Thus the spiritual body, or soul, ie can only think. Other angels approach, | might rest upon the bosom of the earth, | takes the place of spiritual worship, and the 
not a ghost or vapor, or formless something, | and by their aid his spiritual sicht is opened, | or find shelter in the ground. Or that the}ages are then lost in entangling web of 
or vital principle, but an organized human and the person is now aware for the first] green fruit should pray to be dislodged from | sophism woven of external life. No religious 
being, having bones, flesh, nerves, arteries, | time that he is a spirit, and has been intro- the stem, that it might escape the very in- truth has come to the earth that has not ex- 
ns, lungs, heart, viscera, head, chest, | duced into the spiritual world. fluences necessary to ripen it. What folly, | perienced these various stages. None will 
limbs, and all the of hearing, seeing, From this statement it will be seen that you would say, in the flower and unripe] ever come until, in those ages that. are yet 
tasting, feeling smelling. is body} the common ideas about the painfulness of | fruit! to unfold, mankind shall be born with spirit- 
f tual blood, which the heart propels; that change we call death are entirely er-] But how much greater the folly in us to} ual impulses adequate not only to overcome 
s lungs breathe a spiritual atmosphere; )roneous. Death is not attended with any] seek to be severed from the body before our|the physical senses, but the intellectual 
and man as a spiritual being sees, hears, | horrors; and what has been regarded as the| time! Such wishes always originate in en- temptations also that exist upon earth, 
p tastes, walks, touches, and, indeed, sum of all agonies is nothing more than|tirely false views of life and death. All| Spirituality is as different from the intel- 
ts none of the powers, forms and func- sinking into a sweet and dreamless sleep, [our unhappiness originates in our evil na- lectual proposition of it as is the golden rule 
of aman. If you could see a man's and gently and gradually waking again in] ture, and no man can escape his evils by | of Christ different from the application of it 
you would see the man himself. | the spiritual world. The shudder and con- escaping from the body. He could as ensily in the world to-day. Spiritual truth is as 
„ it is the spiritual man that} vulsive action that is sometimes seen is no] sene from his own shadow. The only|essentially different from the statement of 
tastes, touches, sees and acts|evidence of pain. But even these are not] way to escape from evil is to resist and] the intellectual moral code as is the pervad. 
ath often attendant upon the closing scene. [overcome it; and we are in a much more] ing sentiment of love in the human heart 
perfect! formed human being is} Generally life fades gradually away, so that} favorable condition to do this while in the] different from a statement of it by a third 
na mat t which we call) it is impossible to tell when consciousness | body than we shall be in the spiritual world. | party. No adequate knowledge, experience, 
power or principle of goodness is imparted 
the by rule. Mathematics contains no morality, 
i and the science of geometry is not in itself 
a code of morals. The codes of morals 
adopted, as well by Christian as by heathen 
countries, must of necessity contain some- 
what of spiritual vitality in their inception. 
1 Beeps it to escape the ills of this Zie. | As codes they amount to nothing; as pro- 
But the danger and the excess are mostly in| cepts are valueless, but if the soul be 
the other extreme now. There is a great] p led by the same essence that gave them 


Rule in spirit as well as in letter. I am not] upon the surface, while the spiritual is more 
making this statement too strong. It ap-| profound, deeper and abiding, I shall pre- 
plies to all who are here as well as to those] sent the other side, and say to you that in 
who are absent. It is a portion of exist-|all essential particulars for which life is 
ence which you naturally, as you suppose, | valuable the golden rule of self-denial, 
inherit; which is handed down from the] physically and even intellectually, of im- 
social structure under which you live, and | molation of self, if need be, upon the shrine 
in respect of which, probably, you have no|of principle, or an altar of sacrifice, con- 
more responsibility or knowledge than you|stitutes not only the loftiest ideal of life 
have for the color of your eyes and hair. | but the highest thought of love in the venera- 
But a portion of the responsibility comes tion of the world, and that mankind ad- 
with a knowledge of the fact; and nature] mires not so much the heroism of the battle- 
expects man in proportion to his knowledge | field, not so much the conquest of armies, 
to obey her laws. So the moral forces of} not so much the triumph of the Alexanders, 
the universe expect man in proportion to his} the Cæsars, the Pharaohs, of the world as 
awakening to gain the point of triumph by] the triumph of him who, for his country 
conquest, not only over that which is in him-| sacrifices his life; the victim who upon the 
self personally wrong, but over a condition | altar is immolated; the martyr who dies to 
in society that constantly forces human be-| sustain a truth, as he supposes; Christ upon 
ings to commit wrongs that are set down in| Calvary, who perishes for the truth's sakė, 
spiritual law as being a violation of its pre- | and that along the glittering line of heraldry 
cepts and forces. which history records no names are held so 
But the individual to whom this propo- j| sacred as those who through heroism have 
sition will be presented—probably nine-| saved a country, nation, city, or a human 
tenths of those who are here present—will| being from destruction; and that he who 
say: “If we actively engage in the full] walks this life with self under his feet be- 
expression of spiritual law, as we know it, comes the triumph of the ages, and is 
we are debarred from fulfilling our duty to] pointed to by philosophers, student, stoic, 
our family, our friends; we can not exist in| materialist, theologians, alike, as being the 
business, in social life; we are met at the] highest example of humanity, Not only so, 
very outset with the obstacle of starvation. | but humanity everywhere responds to that 
But is this any proof? It the moral law re- lofty sentiment, Visit any jail, any dungeon 
quires martyrs, why not you, as well as cell, the darkest places in London, Paris, 
another? It was considered nothing in the] New York, gather together a crowd of men 
days of martyrdom to perish for the sake} and tell them of an act of heroism against 
of a sentiment, a creed, a formula of wor- tyranny and every man will cry out in favor 
ship. It was considered nothing in the}of the heroism and against the wrong. 
time of the Hugenots to put a man to death | Among the most depraved of human beings 
for opinion’s sake, If it be a fact that the/an act of virtue is uplifted and exalted, 
Golden Rule is impracticable, and that man | while an act of vice or tyranny or shame is 
can not live expressing it, of what value is} condemned, 
two thousand years of teaching? All the] What does this mean? It means simply 
aggregation of wealth that is in this city} that within and beyond the seemingly in- 
expended in teaching the Golden Rule this congruous surface of human life, that which 
day, would keep the millions from starving deals with misery, sin and shame, there is 


who are now hungry for bread. If in the 
nineteenth century it is discovered that the|# certain chord attuned to the highest that 


moral sentiment of the whole world has been | nature and God can give; not only to the 
a mistake; that neither Hindoo, the Parsee, | singing of birds, and the warbling of nature's 
the Brahmin, the Buddhist, the Hebrew, | strains through waterfall and leaflet, and 
Moe e was right; that 2 the feathered songster, but attuned to the 
Zend-Avesta, the Shaster, the Koran, the hi 

’ ’ ighest impulses, wherein virtue, integrity, 
Bibles of all the Indias, the New Testament, purity, truthfulness, and whatever belo 


contains the essential spirit of what is prac- 
ticable in life; if it be found that the teach- | to human exaltation, wins a triumph straight- 


ing of Socrates, Plato, Zoroaster, Confucius, | way to the hearts of those who gaze upon 
face ot Ges geti aa the C ca- | bit . Epis of Be tion | and 22 minds whose names stand in] them, even though those hearts are conscious 
frien 0 present an e past and are as | cons etters as guides for human con- ot be in the darkness of despond them. 

00 to show that others have thought the] duet, were mistaken; fr it is found that the 8 


‘thoughts, realized the same inspira-| aspirations of poct, philosopher, seer and 


7 
th 


1 


ex-| Lord has therefore planted in the mind a 
fear of death, that man may not rashly and 


i _ [To be continued. J 
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THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER. The Home Cirele. 


© home circle is the prayer-meeting of 
s u e e ade, "wht 
Published every Saturday at 251 S. Jefferson Street. S 2 j ) 


evening is the most propitious season, us 
the night is negative, while the day is pos- 
itive. When assembled, one member pre 
viously appointed should read some soloo- 
tion or an original paper, and the members 
should, after a friendly expression of views, 
engage in singing, Then the circle should 
be formed around a table, by joining hands 
or by lying the hands on the table, The 
seance under no circumstances should con- 
tinue longer than two hours, 

The first part of these seances should be 


vated, would be of highest value especially 


An Onward Movement Against the Legions of Error, | to the household. 
In compliance with a plan long maturing, and be-] The professional medium has done good 
leaving wo can be instrumental in doing a grand work | service, but when Spiritualists would seek 


Sarina Sans 12 e for a continuous stream of inspiration, a 
50,000 circulation, Tur Proonessive Tuixxer will be | Shrine to which they may go with assurance 


Offered until further notice, at the following terms | of being met there by their departed friends, 


ey * ö 8 4 of they must cultivate the home circle, and | made so interesting that if the seance fall 
Clubs of ten (a copy to the one getting up the find their mediums in their own families. in desired results, it will be felt that the time 

club), = = = = = = = -8700| The investigator who earnestly desires to | has been well employed, Itis possible a score 

„ r N n yon gain a knowledge of the value of the mani-fof such seances may be held without suo- 
8 REMITTANCES, festations and the philosophy of Spiritualism, | cess; but the members should not be dis- 


couraged; the probabilitios are that after a 
fow sittings some form of mediumship will 
be manifested, When this is the case, the 
members should not allow themselves to ex- 
press surprise or enger curiosity, but remain 
passive, with slight words of encourage 
ment, or questions when called for, 

Honest, gentle skepticism is no bar from 
a cirele, but a dogmatic, rade manner, which 
engenders opposition, is and should be caro- 
fully excluded, In short, a circle to which 
spirits are to be attracted, and through and 
by which they are to gain the means of 
communicating with their earthly friends 
must be spiritual. The dropping out of old 
members and coming in of new should be 
avoided; but this may be done when there 
are sufficient reasons, and At is agreeable to 
all, As manifestations of great value, not 
only to the friends but to psychic science, 
may be received, one member should be ap- 
pointed as secretary to keep an accurate 
record of the facts, and when these are of 
noteworthy character he should prepare and 
publish an account of them in some jour. 


4 Remit by Postoffice Money Order, Registered Letter form a circle at his own family table; 
or draft on Chicago or New York, Postage stamps will er A i 9 5505 aig f Th y sp 
not be revived hereafter In payment of subscription, | Or, nat Is impracticable, OF a FOW Carncst, 
Direct all letters to J. R. Francis, 251 S. Jefferson St., ] sympathetic friends, with the determination 
Chicago, 1. [to continue the sittings at regular and ap- 
THE AIMS OF THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER. | pojntod times over a lengthy period. No 

tae AKRAN AO ren an ANa Tar startling results may be obtained at first, 


tures, the most profound Essays, the most interesting 
Sketches, cultivating the reason as well as the emo- but if the seances are perseveringly con- 


tions, making have 8 keng paa ar par | tinuod, satisfactory manifestations will supely 
e eee pa m fbe gained, It is certain that among six por- 


for the life here and the one hereafter. ‘ 
Bear this thought in mind: That while Tun Pro- | sons having interest enough in Spiritualism 

Onessive Tenn is the cheapest Spiritualist paper ` » one will 1 ulliciently 

in the world, Its editor has the laudable ambition to to sit in a circle, one wi 5 0 aultiole y 

mako It tho best, Tho high-priced papers pay noth- | Sensitive to become mediumistic, 

{ng for contributions, and it stands to reason thatthe | ‘There is another side, equally if not more 

most eminent minds in the Spiritualist and Free ti portant—that of the spirit intelligences, 


Thought ranks will cheerfully lend thelr ald and infu- 
cnco In making Tun Proonessive Truxken the fI have observed that asa rule those who 


_ brightest and best paper for the fireside In the world. | have no near and dear friends on the other 
For reference as well as study, Its columns will prove | Ade, have loss interest, and find great dif- 


of great value. 7 
—ͤ— -m — — — |floulty in receiving satisfactory communica- 
A Bountiful Harvest for Twenty-fivoCents tions, if they receive any at all. While 
Do you want a more bountiful harvest than we can N 
give you for 25 cents? Just pause and think for a /Conversely those who previously had no 
monent what an Intellectual feast that small Invest- f interest became intensely so at the death of 
ment will furnish you, The subseription price for ` , on bec ` 
Tus P eee some one dear to them, and often become 
twenty-five cents! For that amount you obtain sixty- | highly receptive, Our desires must be met 
four pages of solld, substantial, soul-clevating and | with reciprocal favor on the other side, For 


mind-refreshing reading matter, equivalent to aj} time after bereavement, our grief clouds 


i 


medium-sized book | ' : 
== our spiritual sight and shuts out from our} nal, 
] 24 nn 1 eee longing eyes every glimpse of heaven But To avoid evil influences, ‘evil spirits,” 
w bg 2 n of i n 
a aere aro eee wao wiat Ereb venture ony {when our hearts become patient to the afflic- | “lying spirits, sce that such perfect peace, 


twenty-five cents for Tne PROORESSIVE THINKER slx- 
tecn weeks, wo would suggest to those who recelve a | tion, there rises a longing to know of the 


sample copy, to solicit several others to unite with Stata nan y nes have onte 
ee from $L to 810, or new existence our loved ones have entered, 
even nore than the latter sum, A large number of | If they exist, we want to hear from them. 


little amounts will make a large sum total, and thus | Ah, if they exist? They have the same 
extend the fiold of our labor and usefulness, The same} cnrnest desire to make their presence known, 


suggestion will apply in all cases of renewal of sub- ie A i 3 
scriptions—solicit others to ald in the good work, jand their intense spiritual sensitiveness is 
You will experience no diMculty whatever in inducing | Jacerated by our moans and tears, If they 


1 n be with- are furnished opportunity, they will improve 
U 
out the valuable information Imparted therein each it to the utmost, and hence it becomes 


week, and at the price of only a trifle over one cent | almost a duty on our part to supply the 

—— — [requisite conditions, It is probable that 
A LARGE PUBLISHING HOUSE. _|our desire at such times is intensified by im- 
Without soliciting the wealthy to take ‘stock,’ | pressions from the spirit friends thus inter- 

or importuning any one for gifts; and without any ted 

anticipation of any bequest, we propose to establish cated. 

in this city the largest Spiritualist Publishing House HOW SHALL A CIRCLE NE FORMED? 

renne Thousand Spirit- It thoro is any place in the world where 


nalista will subscribe for Tne Proonessive TINKER, 
on trial, sixteen weeks for twenty-five cents, and con- | the departed wish to come it is to the old 


tinue even that small contribution, we will have a} home; to the table around which the family 


" 5 7518.10 yl ented atch eh ay aha to has so often gathered, There they become 
for Tie Pxoonnsstvn THINKER will be, as it were, a [en rapport with the conditions of the old 


“brick? In the contemplated stticture (don't forget | earth-life, and revive the delights of memory 


. hg n N by the familiar scenes, where kindred hearts 
hundred who read this, will co-operate with us. The} beat in unison with their own undying affec- 


one who will not respond must have the paper free. | tion, 

$ A few friends carefully selected should 
form the circle, They should hold the 
seances at regular intervals, and there should 
be an earnest, cheerful spirit. 


Tun Proonessive Tinker will be de-| & course of reading on spiritual subjects, 
voted to Spiritualism, Biology, Electro: Pay- with singing should proceed each seance, 
chology (as formulated by the celebrated The seance should be confined to an hour, 
br Dods), and its differentiations, Mesmer. or an hour and a half at the most. Even 
ism, Animal Magnetism, and Hypnotism; when no communications have been received, 
Somnambullsm, natural and self-induced, as |" feeling of harmony and spiritual growth 
presented by the celebrated Dr, Fahnstock; will be felt by such meetings, and if con- 
Telepathy; Visions, while awake, in sleep, tinued, success is sure to be gained, 
or in Trance; Paychometry, as ably pre- When indications of mediumship first ap- 
sented by Professor Buchanan; Cremation, u Pear, there should be no effort to force the 
‘Spiritual and Sanitary Necessity; Brain | Manifestations in any direction. The awaken- 
Waves, Psychic Waves, or Soul Force; ing of curiosity, or eagerness of desire at 
Ethics as a Factor in Religion, and as an-] this moment, often destroys the conditions 
unciated by the Philosopher and Seer, Hud-|0 wbich the manifestations depend, and 
‘son Tuttle; the Various Stages of Death, in several seances are necessary to retrieve the 
the Transition of the Spirit to the Higher loss. Especially harmfal is the asking of 
Spheres; the Signs of Death; The Danger | what are called test questions at this time. 
of Premature Interment, etc., ete. All| Almost the first thought after some evidence 
‘these subjects as well as many others equally [9f an unknown force is manifested, is to 
important will receive careful, critical and identity it by personal or test queries, This 
com prehensive examination from time to disposition cannot be criticised, for it is 
in Tux Proanessive TUINKER. right that we ‘prove the spirits,” and 


satisfy ourselves, But it is far better to do 
THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER 18) this after the conditions are firmly estab- 


the best . Bob the lished, for at first the difficulties under 
mised Bates ond and | which the communicating spirits labor are 
very great, as it may be and probably is, 
AN IMPORTANT FEATURE. the first time they have ever essayed to 
Ti will be our aim to make Tun Proanns- manifest, and the means are all new to them 


ve Tuker the leading exponent of all Hand difficult to manage. 
M E If questions are asked under such cir 


fraternity and harmony reign in the circle 
that such influences cannot enter, If they 
do, use reason and persuasion; bave ex- 
haustless charity, and on no occasion allow 
antagonism to appear, It must ever be 
borne in mind that all inspirations must 
partake of the character of the person 
through whom they come, as the rays of 
light are colored by the glass through which 
they pass, It also is true that the mental 
capacity of the medium limits the breadth 
of the inspiration. The medium’s mind 
may not have the educational training, but 
it must have the latent capabilities, and 
when this is rightly understood, a new 
method of education will be presented. 
Especially should the superstitious belief 
in the infallibility of spirits be put aside, 
They are the same as while in the flesh, and 
no message should be accepted without be- 
ing duly weighed in the balance of reason, 
On no occasion should they be consulted 
like fortune-tellors on selfish matters of 
money, lost treasure, crimes, ete, They 
have other tasks than the playing detective, 
or hunting for lost articles. A spirit friend 
may become interested, and then if they 
communicate unrequested, the message may 
be truthful, and accepted without harm, To 
carry a fortune-hunting and fortune-telling 
spirit into the circle is to degrade Spirit- 
ualism and bring disgust to the minds even 


of those who thus abuse it, 
Hupson TUTTLE. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1890. 


, SUBJECTS TO BE CONSIDERED. 


— . — 


DR. H. W. THOMAS. 


We take pleasure in announcing that this 
eminent divine is to oooupy our Rostrum 
next week He is not only eminent as a 
liberal preacher, but he is good throughout 
his whole nature —good in the most com- 
pre meaning of that torm, and every 
Spiritualist in the United States should read 
his address. Remomber, Spiritualists, Free 
Thinkers and Liberals, that for a very small 
amount of money you can be brought in 
contact with leading minds in Tur Proanne 
sive TINKER, 

Mra, Cora L, V. Richmond says in an 
address on The Spiritual Temple, the 
way to the Temple, and who live within 
the Temple:” “© 2 Brahmins built no tem- 
ple to the supreme power of to him 
no service is offered, to that deity no need 
ol external ony, But Vishnu, 
whether ander the name of Buddha or any 
of the essential attributes of his divinity, 
must have temples, because Vishnu ts 
in ter between Brahm and man, Siva, 


THB PROGRESSIVE THINKER. | 


writes: 
strongest magnets," 
= Mra. Mariam D, Yale, of Waterville, Ct, | place; such a palace 


who is the destroyer, the disintegrator, who Eiis: 


Pr 


IT IS SPONTANEOUS!) A General Survey. 


opinion of his morita, and of his chances 
of snocoss.— Light, London 
Ves, wo plead guilty of strong opinion 
as to success, and that opinion is being 
atrongthened every day, While ZigAt is an 
} excellent paper, and old enough to be selt- 
5 to an increased offlee practico, re-| sustaining, yet it stands in nood of sub 
quiring an overuse of powers, Andrew) stantial financial aid, in 2 
The Progressive Thinker ts Winning | Jackson Davis would respectfully decline, | editor ample — All the 8 10 
Golden Opinions, after this date (Jan, 6, 1890), and until] itualiat papers in America “excopt hte 


The Spiritualistic Field—its Workers, 


The Expression of Qood Feeling Doings, ete 


Comes from all Quarters. 


— deter. Nit dect put) V Men draw ion wat ur Senn ure 

a ` ' ` yt wti grumble for want of substantial 
The oiroulation of Thr Proansssive pationts now under treatment They would be glad to re a van 
Tinker is not only constantly increasing, Buchanan's Journal of Man, after throe| several thousand dollars in order “to 


but it is winning a multitude of golden | yours of useful existence, suspended with | extend the sphere of their usefulnoss.” Tun 
the hia number, The editor, however, | PRoonrnessive THINKER, however, can got 
2 P womisos to continue his labors and writefalong without beques an 
W. P. Sanford, of Deflance, O., writes: na the spiritual papers in the fature, In fits columns with eee cca 
uJ take this opportunity to say to you that | this last number he has this to say: Tue] seeking donations; without trying to got 
the eighth number of your paper fell into] Paoanessive Tun is the name of a} deep down into the pooketa of any one, and 
my hands, and after I had given it a care flange weekly spiritual newspaper recently | without lamenting that it has lost money, 
y established in Chicago at tho marvelously | Its editor not only has strong opinions m $ 
low price of $1,00 a year, by J. R. Francis, | to his chances of success, but he expects to 
* é f : formerly associated with the Religio- PAiloso-| attain a larger clroulation than all other 
George Fone, of Titusville, Pa., writes phi al Journal, The editer expects 50,000) Spiritualist papers combined in the United ' 
“I thank you much for your beautiful paper | subscribers, and will need them all to make States, and with the list of Light thrown 
—beautiful in thought and action, To me fit profitable, It appears to be well edited, fin, too. Our growth has boon phenomenal, 
it is the one thing needed. It brings with and will no doubt have a large ciroulation, ” | We already have a larger circulation than 
it the glorious light, and to those who realize Will A. Mansfield, the independent slate. | any other Spiritualist paper published in 
it, it takos away the foar of death, which to writing medium of Cassadaga famo, ar- this city, and subseribers are coming in 
my mind no other system ean do, for out rived in Denver, Colo., on January Ist, in Trusts with each mail It is undoubtedly 
` ; i ! response to n call from a circle of business |refroshing to Spiritualists to have a paper 
side of Spiritualism it is n groping in the} mem of that place, He is located at 1624] that is selfsustaining, and still furnished at 
dark, Ot late I have become what is to me | California street, where he is kopt very buay | about one-third the cost of the high-priced 
n groat soo, and T would to God that all in the exercises of his powers, He has} Paper. 
The world would pot] calls to visit other Western cities, to which Mra. A. L, Pennell lectured at 93 §, 
he doubtless will respond in person, Peoria St. last Sunday, Next Sanday Mra 
lecture for the Sovlety 


i W. Bishop will 
8 . i ta of the spirit | Lyman C, Howe has been lecturing at 
I have seon many inhabitants of the spir Elmira nnd Waverly, N. V. Last N there, Mr, Jenifer has charge of the meet 


world. One little incident I will give Ono ho lectured in Boston, Spoaking of his last ings there now. 
morning on awakening, my departed wife lecture in Meadville, Pa., he saya: “I had Mrs. Mary E. Woeks, a most ostimable 
was lying by my side with her head on my fa packed house, and a sweet glow of spirit lady and excellent medium, formerly of this 
She looked natural and beautiful. | ual earnestoess and cordial fooling made it city, has lately changed her name, ander 


opinions. We have space for only a fow, 


ful perusal I became a convert to the same, 
and procured thirty-seven subseribers."’ 


could see ns I do, 
long be groping their way in superstition, 


pillow. 
I see such spiritual sights every day,” onsy and pleasant for me." most auspicious circumstances, at Loa 
Prof. J. W. Kenyon writes; „ believe} Prof. J. W. Kenyon has a three months’ Wace Marl nn 
ie s y j N. Y a oks- gh 
- 8 tri - amin _Jengagement at Albany, N. Y. He has been} W 
you will far outstrip any other spiritual jour lecturing lately at Troy, J. M. Potter, Secretary, writes: The 


nal in numbers, as I believe The PROGRES- 
sive Tinker shows that it will excel them 


Haslett Park Camp will open July 24th, 
and close Sept. Tat, 1890, We have made 
definite engagements with Geo, H. Brooks, 


J. P. Sanford, of Deflance, Ohio, has 
i 2 our thanks for n very large list of sub 
in quality, We have been long in need of scribers. i 
a paper that will the advance! Mr, S. k. W. Martin, of this city, has our] Mm B S. Lillie, L. V. Moulton, J. Clogg 
thought of the age by the best thinkers of | thanks for the especial interest he is taking Wright, and Mrs. Adah Shehan, Tha 
every liberal school, and one that will not in extending the circulation of Tur Pro Haslett Park Association is now regularly 

5 > g s a a organized under the laws of the State of 
stoop to notice every little piece of drift |OREsSsIVE TINKER. Michigan, and tho bonds aro ready for those 
wood that appears upon the great river of} According to the daily press report there f who desire to ald the enterprise in sums of 
avtive life. Allow me to say that Tim Pro-fis a haunted house in Lynn, Mass. The} g5 and upwards, Each bond-holder is em 
anessive THinken will fill that long felt [tenement in which the mysterious noises! titled toa vote in the management of the 
need, May your inspiration increase with r SEDASA DIS W association The growth of this benevolent 
your subscription list until you become as side with him F 8 W z 
famous in your ‘‘Search After Truth, us Smith was sweeping out the room which ad The Golden Gate says: ‘i Fow of us reals 
you did in the past, in your ‘Search After | joins the hall, when she heard the sound of] ize that we have with us in San Franolsos 
some one sweeping in the hall, and as she the most gifted mediums in the 


give us 


God.” one of 
Dr. G. W. Brown, of Rockford, III., |Y% the only one in that part of the house world. Mra. H. Mitchell, 1637 Mission 
nne tho thos and sho was considerably frightened. She saw, St., is truly wonderful as n means of com- 
: 5 by peeping through the key-hole, a woman) munication with our spirit friends, Write 


make Tue PROGRESSIVE Tinker one of the 
institutions of Chicago,” 

Edward A. Pierson, of Greenville, Tonn., 
writes: “I shall not let one progressive 
thinker pass me without calling his attention 
to your most excellent paper, and hope for 
good returns from here," 

George West, of Springwater, N. 


ascending the stairs, dressed in pure white. | iy. question you wish answered, address it 
Directly after this, noises were heard that) >, your friend in spirit life, fold the paper 
resembled some one rapping on the stairs. | before the medium enjers the room, and 
The noise continued all day Wednesday, | without losing sight of it a moment, finally 
and carly on Wednesday night the city! burn it, and distribute the ashes, and in 
police were notified, Several of them refa few momenta you will get a written reply, 
sponded, and listened outside the stairs, | signed by your friend, Our friends wil 1 

The following words from the Harner 


and underneath the stairs, and the rapping | well to call. 
Y., | seemed to be underneath, The officers went 
itoa: „I must say that after reading Tux underneath the stairs, and the noisos Light express a truth which it would be well 
Progressive Tinker over and over again, changed to another locality, The rappings for all to realizo ‘Those who possoss the 
I consider it the best spiritual medium that 1 N 1 the 1 A gift of penino and 13 the God 
mn AN N wo ie X The old veteran in the cause of reform, | given talent, w reap a harvest of tres 
l . moy and 8755 n AY hil 2 Warren Chase, celebrated his 79th birthday — thorns in spirit life, which will terribly 
sire to become more fully acquainted, a fow days ago, We hope be will live in] sting their souls for hundreds of years,” 
Hector Heyes, of Muir, Mich., writes: | the enjoyment of good health until, at least, J. Clogg Wright is engaged in a wak at 
“Glory! you have just hit me, Tun ng he reaches 100 years, the following camps next season: Niantic, 
angssive Tuinken is received, Your nice Dr. F. II. Roscoe is at present in Wash] Haslett Park, Cassadaga and Queen City 
coarse printed paper seems to be a Godsend ington, D. ©. His addroas is as follows : Park. 
to this poor spiritual veteran of eighty-five} 1706 L. St., N. W, IIe ie giving a course) Mr. Jenifer has rented Banner Hall, No. 
years’ mundane life," < of lectures at Washington in bbe st Hall, on S. Peoria street, where he will in the 
j asd Te, : „ y fand meeting with very marked success, | future conduct meetings. 
L. F, Weaver, of Coponhagen, N. Y., having rio five hundred to seven hundred] During February G, II Brooks will lew 
writes: “I think the way you start off, I anh R > avon K 
: : MA people to hear him each Sanday evening, ture at Sringfleld, Mo, 
shall liko Tue Proonessive Tuxxxn be Nollie M. Smith, of Sturgis, Mich, writes 
much, There is a good deal of vim in your) ,, My husband, Dr, Abram Smith, talks for) We cannot furnish back numbers of Tus 
paper, and that is what I like, I think it} your paper wherever he goos, Ile is now] Prognessive Trixken The demand for 
is about time that Free Thinkers, and Spirit- [building up a small society at Batavia, | thom has been far beyond our expectations — 
ualists in particular, ought to stand up tor] Mich. the choicest people of coume—] We are sorry to disappoint any one, 
. gt young ef df oops, em ee a e e 
s aS tting somo of the cholee spir . 10 Preethinkers’ Magazine, B a 
Mrs, Busan K, King, of Onset, Mass., They el him “father, and well may for) Y., H, L. Green, ballon, nden tremula 
writes: „ have received ton numbers of fho de in fine sympathy with them, Vour ary a well executed engraving of « Chris 
Tre Proonessive Tinken, and like the paper charms then all of ua in fuot” tians Burning Bruno at the Stake.” The 
paper very much,” Rose L. Bushnell in a late Golden Gate, | contributions, interesting as usual, areas folk 
Mra, M. A, Stratton, of Franklin Square, |saye: “Spiritualism is n science based on flows: “An English Poot," by g 
Ohio, writes: “I received a sample copy | facts, Correct; all who have investigated | Jacob Holyoako; “Tho Gods,” by A 
of your valuable paper last evening, It is ite truths, will respond to the samo con: Ingersoll; “ Alone with the Highest Law, 


„ n clusions, that it is a truth as doop as love, | by Herbert E. Crosswell; “Religion or no 
certainly just the move and paper for this and as exalted as the highest aspirations, is | Religion,” by A. B. Bradford; Reminisce 
ngo. 


nlao correct, But, is the fact of spiritual | cencea,” by Lucy N. Colman; The Proaty 
William Williams, of Vicksburg, Mich., [scicnco all there is? The facts that the/terian Dilemma,” by Hugh O. Penteoe 
writes; ‘You just hit the right man in the spirits of the «so-called dead” do 8 literary department; editorial department, 
do come back and tell us there is another — a 0 
r , life, and leave us somewhat mystified, must “NO INFANTS IN HELL.” 

of your paper, On receiving it I read it 

l wif liwo bot we stop thoro? To the pure all things are 
pase Hoy wire, and wo both agraod, that fer ure Gan the pure stream of Spiritualien 
its space It contained the most {ntoresting be contaminated by the ‘injection of 
and sound reading matter of any spiritual) mystical speculations or Oriental philoso- 


—— — 


right place in sending to me a sample copy 


To Tur 
headline the Chicago Tribune bogins a o 
umn report of the discussion by the. 


Emron: With this standing 


$ 


per we had ever before read, Had never, phy? Is it possible that an intelligent 
— 5 learned that there was such a paper piritualist in in danger of stepping into Kor k 8 the revision ag 
A thousand thanks | quagmire, if ho or abe thinks for themselves, Westminster on. rel makes o 
tween Co 


published in Chipago, 
o and go just a little ahead of the phenomena] revert tò tho discussion 
for the knowledge, of 1210 return? It the name Spiritualism | Ingersoll and Dr, Field, in which 
Joseph E. Baldwin, of Topeka, Kansas, | jacks tone,” who is to be blamed? Tam] doctring has boon shown by both thed 
writes: UI received Tue Pnroangasive | sure it will never loso ite name or be more fonse and the opposition to be indefenall 
THNKEK, and am much pleased with it" —[dixgraced, if other Children of Light cue e gave my toara,” cried Dr, Van Dyk 


A. J. Davis, M. D., the seer nud author, and are not named the same.” in the Presbytery, “for the mothers 
Moses Mull writes to New Thought ; 

out, Rostrum -isona of” your lows: "Wo havo soen Josso 
‘Ville Montezuma.’ Tt te, indeed, 

ns one 


Tundra af otb 


tra 


“May God and the angel world 


symbolizes death, time and 
have temples, for it may be that be ean fand undertak- 
propitiated. Bat Infinite Good knows | he could 


iy 
i 


n 
1 od 


3 


The shadow of the 


O — 
PIRITUALISTS, 


PROGRESSIVE 8 s| inhabits it 
the 


Tun 
man may 


—— — 


earnest of the higher realms of spirituality 
and eternal life. 
home 


to feel the control of the spirit while inbal 
r The Progressive Thinker. 1202 pin ile indat 
Written fo iting it But neither has any absolute or 


SPIRITUALITY OF SEERITUALISH- | perfect control in this life. Paul 
— > he was, had some conception of this fact in 
the war in his members against the law of 


his mind, so that he could not do the things | divi ; ? 
2 l z 1 i ivine, Rev. W 
Spiritualism per se is a very simple un-f that he would We may mock at the the 


complicated matter, easily understood when ology of Paul and affirm that mind has abso- 
definitely expressed. It is not in any proper] lute control over matter—the spirit over the 
sense n science, a philosophy or a religion. | pody—but all the facts of experience con 
By itself considered, it is a fact and nothing | tradict such assertions. There is not a mor- 
else. We do not like the nume Spiritualism, tal living that has not to some extent Paul's] Written for The Progresive Thinker, 
because it does not have any distinctive sig- experience: “That which I would not that I | written for The Progressive Thinker, 
nificance; but it is too late to go back of thef do * for the good that I would I do not, | * Lore * of * Country,* Liberty * of * Conselence,* and * 
title so generally adopted in this country, |+ * + L find then a law, that when I would * Loyalty * to * the * Constitution, “ 
and it is of no great practical importance, | do good evil is present with me. All this 
But there does seem to be some importance] jg badly mixed up with Jehovah and his 
) aitached to a right understanding of the term | ideal faith, but in the light of Spiritualism, 
Spirituality. We have said that Spiritualism | it is in exact conformity to all human expe- 
iss fact—a simple, uncomplicated truth. | rience while in the mortal body. 
It does not in itself comprise all that may Then there is great force in his illustration 
aad out of it, any more than does the first | hased upon the old Tuscan mode of punish- 
tion stone contain all that the most ing a certain class of criminals, by chaining 
elaborate structure reared upon it does, or| them to a dead body. ‘Who shall deliver 
acorn all the vast proportions of the oak. | me from the body of this death—dead body?” 
A Spiritualist is simply a person who knows} or our material body. To this we are at 
the fact that under favorable conditions the present chained, and our powers are limited 
spi its of the so-called dead can and do return by its conditions. To deny thisis folly. We On Wednesday, Jan. a special cable 
and hold converse with mortals. We think] cannot do what we would if free from its dispateh was published by the Chicago 
is nearly the definition given by “Thef restraints. But this one thing we can all do: | 7ri/une, nearly half a column iu length, 
American Spiritual Alliance. This is as we can to a very large extent “keep the hody | headed; ‘t Hard to become a Saint. Ac- 
near as we can remember, Hence Spiritual-| under the controlof mind. While weinhabit|cording to which the Cardinals of the 
has in itself no ethical quality, and not] this house, it is one of the offices of spirit- | Sacred Congregation, Rome, will soon dis- 
ly any science, philosophy or relig- uality to keep it clean, pure and as free from | cuss the documents relating to the life of 
A person may bea true Spiritualist and | disease as possible. A careless neglect of Jeanne d'Arc, and hear the arguments in 
t wholly lack all these, just as the com- f the Jaws of health and propriety, any excessive | favor of her canonization as a saint as well 
"ge can roll in the heavy stones to] indulgence in eating or drinking degrades [as those of ‘1'Advocate del Diavolo—the 
lay the foundation, and perfectly understand | both body and mind; so does any course of Devil's lawyer. This stage once passed, 
is d ent of labor, while he has little} moral depravity or impurity which degrades Jeanne will be known as ‘* Venerable," by 
no Conception of the grandeur of the edifice | man to the level of the beasts. The soul the pope's consent, unless the Devil's lawyer 
‘be built upon these rough foundation | the man—is more responsible for the condi-| gets the best of it, and shows that there is 
i tion of the house he lives in, than most men | evidence in existence going to prove that 
most ignorant and un Spir- are willing to acknowledge. There are ex- she had some gleams of reason not subject 
alist has come to the knowledge of facts, ceptions to most general rules; there is f to Rome. A murder or two would count 
witnessing phenomena performed by spirit} to this. It is the criminal classes who usually for nothing provided she had confessed the 
which lay at the very base of what} inhabit cells in our prisons. This is the rule; same and done due penance therefor, but as 
y called “the higher aspects of hut the exceptionsaremany. There are some | for reason—that deadly sin would forever 
m. And some of the very men men there. Some have lingered and|bar her from the lists of loyal Romans, 
^ responsible for this definition of) died in prisons; yea, upon the gallows, simply | Having been made ‘‘ Venerable" the next 
ritualism, turn round and contemptuously | because they were, in intelligence and moral | Step toward sainthood is known as ‘‘Vener- 
the foundation layers, Spiritists—simply excellence, too good for their generation. So, |able servant of God,” showing that God has 
onder seekers,” forever asking for tests | also, there have been men of the purest char- | recognized her as one of the elect; this, also, 
i making Spiritualism a mere mockery. | acter, who by misfortune, robbery or perse-| being done by God's vice-president, the 
hese exalted who have arisen to | cution, have been glad to find lodgings in a|pope. After Jeanne has passed these two 
e full charge and control of the spiritual] stable. So, again, there are some persons of | primary grades successfully it must be 
0 nt generally launch out with the pure minds and noble purposes, who from no shown that she accomplished four miracles, 
ption that Spiritualism is a Science, a] fault of their own dwell all their days in dis- | something like a ‘wonderful cure” or a 
osophy and a Religion. They sometimes | eased and filthy bodies; chained “there by | ‘‘ miraculous” saving from ‘accident, "— 
anathemas at mere ‘‘wonder-seeking hereditary taint, by accident or the crimes of | all occuring in her presence during her nat- 
is” and ‘Godless semi-materialists,”| others. But these are exceptions, which ura life. These miracles having been 
rith gush, furor, verbosity and hate worthy | will become fewer and fewer as generations | legally confirmed’ she will be advanced 
of an orthodox pulpiteer or a political dem- pass under the regenerating influence of the | to the grade of ‘+ blessed” by the vice-presi- 
g And we are forced to the conclusion | Spirituality and purity of modern Spiritual- | dent pope. Once ‘blessed’ she is a proper 
hat the more religious and God-fearing the jam. The rule is, a pure soul will inhabit|personage for all Romish devotees to 
ter, as a rule, the more fierce the denun- a pure body. If this be doubted, we may supplicate in order to obtain their desires, 
p We might give hundreds of exam. Safely say this should be the rule. and will and after ¿wo such prayers have been 
ples to prove this. be in the good time coming.” Appropri- answered making two miracles more—she 
Religious Spiritualists seem always to im-| ate means never fail of success. will be duly canonized as „St. Jeanne 
ly, and often express the sentiment, that] Now then, does the reader grasp our idea fd Are.“ 
there can be no such thing as spirituality | of the spirituality of Spiritualism; or rather | Such is the process by which saints are 
indepen dent of religion.” Hence those who | of Spiritualists. I always write the ism with now manufactured at Rome. It will be seen 
Jgnore their God and have none of their an inward protest. Is it anything different | that to be a saint“ one must be firm in 
igion are not and cannot be spiritually | from soul-culture—from moral and intellect-|the faith of Romish doctrine or dogma, a 
ni One eloquent speaker says: To ual development to the full extent of our] duly attested miracle monger, and be entirely 
ik of spirituality independent of God and) aver unfolding capacity, for all the uses|destitute of anything like reason or pro- 
igion is to talk nonsense.” And the mass | within the compass of its possibilities for-] gressive thought. Faith, miracle and ignor- 
theistic teachings drifts along the same fever? By this we bring ourselves into com- | ance are, therefore, the proper ingredients 
bannel. All this seems true to those munion “with an innumerable company of | for a Saint Stew. This is the kind of broth 
who honestly utter it. But there are those angels and spirits of just men” exalted | that Roman agents cable to Americans for 
D know that it is all a mistake, evidently above the conditions of material life. We] their mental breakfast. We shall not dis- 
rowing out of the old habit of religious are brought into the association with the | cuss, however, at this time how Rome manip- 
glit There are those who know that highest and purest minds in earth and |ulates the American press in accomplishing 
“highest aspects of Spiritualism” stand | heaven. With such exalted intelligences we | her ends, but will turn our attention to the 
altogether independent of, and above any] unite what of influence and power we have, | Romish dogma of “saints.” 
> of religious belief or knowledge of God. to extend the dominion of moral purity and If the chief end of man is to live a life 
Atm) ght be further demonstrated that religion intellectual light over the ‘wide, “wide of entire devotion to Romanism, then this 
in most of its forms, if not in all, has been | world. This is in brief, and homely praise, | dogma is true, but if the best way is to live 
in all ages and among all peoples a hinder-| what we mean by spirituality. ` Not full-| life of justice, usefulness and truth, 
ve to the development of spirituality in its | orbed of course, but spirituality in progress, | then the sooner saints are replaced by think- 
eth relations. Spirituality, it must be beginning here, but always opening inward | ers, scientists, inventors and artists the bet- 
jembered, is not necessarily good. Super-| and upward through all the celestial galler-|ter. What great or good thinker has ever 
of the most debasing forms often | jog of the eternal temple of ultimate truth, been sainted because of the immortal 
lop a superabundance of spirituality of | whore we may feel the heart-beats of eternal | thoughts they have given to the world? 
kind not to be sought by Spiritualists. | life. At present we live in two worlds. | What scientist has ever been sainted because 
fhe relation of religion to superstition is so] Here our highest aspirations are hindered of his science? Where in the long category 
ir) close, and they so frequently coalesce, by the mutations of matter, to which we at of saints can we find an inventor who has 
it many persons who have thought deeply | gur best, are partially subject. The fluctua-|given to the world any of his great inven- 
m the subject ascribe to them _co-equality. | tions and accidents of matter clip the wings | tions? Where is the eminent artist who has 
Jr if there be a difference x 1 8. degree, | of the soul by which it would rise to higher been sainted because of his art? No; none 
ind not in essential quality. We may here- moral and intellectual attitudes. The shad-|0f these have been sainted unless it were 
be permitted to investigate this subject. ows of earth eclipse the sun of the immortal | those whose lives were ever at the command 
the question now before us is this: Can spheres, so that we have only a partial and of Rome, who prostituted their genius at 
a person be spiritually minded independent imperfect view of the higher heavens, But| the command of her prelates, to deck and 
f religion? 1 The Ven has no hesitancy in| we have arisen to a partial comprehension beautify Rome more magnificent and gorge- 
ring this question affirmatively. . And of both duty and destiny, and begin to feel | OUS than any other harlot of the world. But 
mally, it is better attained without the wings of immortality unfolding, and she has persecuted and persecutes to the 
igion than with it. We have tested the | the prospective glow of eternal youth cheers | furthermost limit of her power, 
jerits of both methods in actual experience. | us in spite of the growing infirmities of |*#tstent with her present political policy, all 
iking in the first person, singular num- physical age. The desire for emancipation | these classes. She erects colleges in order 
f Lam a spirit in the midst of other Spirits, | increases, and home instincts grow stronger | to teach without progressive thought; she 
h incarnate and excarnate, Some are) day by day; and the desire for a field of | maintains parochial schools where science is 
RA err and moral labor unobstructed by the limitation of replaced by superstition; her inventors are 
relopments. There are more who are far material conditions becomes an absorbing | hot those who gave to the world the machin- 
vance of me in every desirable quality. desire of the soul as we peer heavenward | ¢ty of civilization, but the thumbscrew, the 
th condition I seek for continual advance- through the intervening mists. But the wheel and the rack The great nations of 
ip everything pertaining to soul devel-| clouds are gradually thinning, and through | the world have each given great musicians 
and the attainment of everything many and increasing clefts eternal light is and artists—each having an individuality 
to soul growth —to the expansion shining. Old age stands quivering with et their own, being inspired, not by Rome's 
tual powers and their direction joyful hope that soon “the mists will clear | decrees, but by the true and the good. 
mo t efficient methods of self-purifica- away,” and the full-orbed sun of immortal| If saints are necessary to a well regulated 
i the greatest usefulness to my fellow life will burst upon the soul, never more to| Conscience, city or country, by all means let 
and immortals. Does this look like] be obscured by material conditions. us place in the American list the name of 
ig? Well, then, leaving self out of] This is a faint and unworthy exhibit of Leif Kiricksson, the man who first discovered 
stion, this may be regarded as some} gur idea of spirituality. It is not true to] America, It can be shown that Columbus 
on of what we mean by the spirit-| the picture which angels have graven upon did not discover America—that his so-called 
5 ritualism. It is the ethical and | the soul, but the best copy we can, in our | discovery was a Romish plot to further the 
culture of our spiritual nature weakness, transcribe on paper. But there|end and aims of popery. We will, some 
as of the most efficient good to} is this comfort, the truly spiritually minded day, give indisputable evidence of this fact. 
and to all who come within the] can read more than we have written or ever | Next in the category of American saints let us 
ur influence, here and forever. can write. We have no war with those who | Place the name of Roger Williams, the man 
tral point, the foundation and predicate spirituality upon God and religion. who established the first legal declaration 
ne of all soul culture is moral good- Forty years’ experience has thoroughly con- of liberty of conscience ever adopted in 
do not deny or ignore the reality | pinced the writer that in that he has been] Europe or America,“ then, as a matter of 
| bodies, or the stupendous | hindered rather than helped. If there be a COUrse, let us place on the list the names of 
material universe. This is higher grade of spirituality than can be at- those who wrote and fought for “the free 
spiritual existence. But) tained by a human soul rising upon his own and independent States of America:” 
mal shell or bark which merits, assisted in the upward course by an Thomas Paine, the progressive thinker and 
l is soon to throw off to inntimerable company of angelic helpers author of ‘The Rights of Man; George 
rowth in its own more | who have attained the end to which we] Washington, who was “first in war, first in 
it body. I am no aspire, we know nothing of it And If Peace and first in the hearts of his country- 


in th materiality of men, whose reputation was sought to be 
ces that my reason there be an order, or orders of intelligent} ruined by one Romanist, and whose life was 


matter beings higher in the scale of spirituality | attempted by another, two cowardly curs 
Both] than that which lies within the realm of hu- who worked in the dark. These names are 
never] man possibility, we know them not. But but the commencement of the American 
fe is NO) whatever may exist in this line of being, we category of those who have made America 


3 the land of the free and the home of 
de the brave,” Our scholars, our scientists 


8 and our inventors, our thinkers and teach- 
0 ers, our poets and painters, and 
great and good who illumine the 


ric 1 r DUR saint 


in 


whoever 


7 E, M. D. 
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There we hope to find our of their lives, 


eminent liberal 
H. Thomas, will occupy authority and under the starry flag ? 
His | dimmed by mouldy superstition their names | which the blinded piety and professed love 
of Crow brighter as the years advance and 


all the| N 


THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER. 


the spirit-illuminated streets of the heavenly fof these be fouhd on the list prepared by | Alas, the Rev. Mr 


TREM will bring to you from time to time , . f = J z 
eet thought of the age. Just think, our paper fall upon the house and the shadow of the spheres the Cardinals of the Sacred Congregation | 
only twenty-five cents for sixteen weeks, and yet tbis | house on the man, So the shadow of our We are often, even now. brought very and confirmed by God's vice president on 
department equal in all respects to the same amount | materjalit : i 
of space in any of the high-priced magazines . ality may fall upon the excarnated near the home world. Heaven has many earth—js oliness, the pope? Would not 
J : x A] A 
spirit and the material body may and ought | times folded us in for a season, to enjoy an | Rome, had she the power, suppress and 


destroy every landmark, everything, in fact, 


and 
Does 


labors achievements, 
[bad she the power? Rome 
nize any of the world’s great and 
who have lived outside of her assumed | 
Un- | 


cog 
recog- 


good | 


we realize how much reason owes to them 

for building for her an abiding place where 

liberty of conscience is placed above a 

slavish adoration of the sainta of Rome. 

: — 

y=. for 25 cents the Paoguresive Tutu will 

visit you for sixteen weeks. Its Rostrum alone 
will prove an attractive feature 
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Written for The Progressive Thinker. 
THE ORPUAN'S VISION. 


DY MINNIE, WHEN FIFTEEN YRAKS OF AGE. 


Sitting one evening at twilight, 

Thinking of days that had passed, 
8 wandered back to my childhood, 
o the years that had flown, O so fast. 


And I hear in the far gathering darkness 
A voice that I always shall know, 

That sounds in the stiliness around me 
So sweet, so mysterious and low. 


It seemed like faint heavenly music, 
Played by some unseen band— 

I looked, and in the mist that ls gathering 
Two beautiful angels stand. 


One carried a lovely anchor, 
The other a golden wand, 

That poluted to the far off regions 
Of a better and holler land. 


Į looked! From the earth to heavyen 
Was a beautiful stairway of light, 
That seemed, as I gazed upon it, 
To be thronged with angels in white, 


Who marched in long grand columns 
Down the beautiful stalrway so wide, 
Till at last in one grand unbroken column 

They reached the two at my side. 


1 gazed on the glorious vision, 
ill the tears they blinded my eyes, 
So that ere again I could see them, 
They had vanished, but left us a prize— 


The beautiful stairway to heaven, 
That so living, and I should care, 
When done with the burdens of carth 

To dwell with mother up there; 


That the angels that stood by my side a 
With their wand and anchor so bright, 
Should come and take me with them 
To my home beyond sorrow and night. 


— — 
SPIRITUALISTS, awaken! We are determined to 
present you the best thoughts of the age, One 
19 1 82 Progressive Thinker's Rostrum“— 
will bring you in contact with leading minds, at a 
cost of only Lig cents per week. No one can afford 
to be without Tun PROGRESSIVE THINKER, 


— — oo 


Written for The Progressive Thinker, 


THE GREAT PREACHER. 


de 


He is Criticised by the Hockessin 
Philosopher. 


It is no hypercritical feeling that prompts 
a sharp review of some radical points stated 
in one of Prof. Swing's sermons, but a very 
earnest interest; for I am very sure that the 
thousands of progressive minds can feel 
little heart in joining with any ‘‘unity of 
faith’ based upon the views he there set 
forth. Strong objections arise to his very 
first sentence, namely; ‘‘the wonderful 
period, while it is taking Christianity away 
from its unnatural place among the exact 
sciences, is taking the word faith away from 
the world of commercial exchange.” This 
to your humble scribe (like much that is 
preached in these sensational days) seems a 
very airy method of saying nothing; or, at 
least, nothing with solid practical sense 
in it. 

The exact sciences, when demonstrated, 
become truths of the divine cosmic unity of 
spiritual and material being, and form part 
and parcel of that grand united chain of 
truth in which, and in accord with which, 
Christianity, if true, must have and main- 
tain its ever harmonious, consistent and 
natural place. 

When Galileo (whom Mr. Swing ane) 
along with other exact scientists, provec 
the diurnal revolution of our earth and the 
existence of other planets, the then domin- 
ant and faithful Church decided that belief 
in such discoveries was contrary to church 
dogma—to true faith and duty. Weak in 
the hands of poor persecuted Galileo and 
his compeers, yet strong in the unity of 
everlasting truth, exact science has gradu- 
ally broken the power of that blind unrea- 
soning faith, which the Reverend Mr. Swing 
now tries again to exalt as the only proper 
religious bond of human unity and brother- 
hood. 

From the growth of knowledge such as 
burst forth in the days of Galileo, these 
exact sciences have pressed forward, The 
reign of the laws of development has taken 
the place of the reign of so-called miracles, 
The thunderbolt is no longer specially in the 
hands of God; but in his hand, subject to 
the overruling laws with which he has 
endowed it for proper co-operation, with the 
laws of all things else, in the grand unity 
of being. 

If existing surroundings be the same, it 
will blast with sudden stroke, alike the in- 
fant in its cradel, the saint at her prayers, 
the king upon his throne, the felon in his 
cell, or the preacher in his pulpit under the 
spire that has been erected for inciting souls 
to heavenly contemplation, 

The only way to avoid its destructive 
power is to ascertain the laws of its life, 
and use those means that reason diciates to 
be in accord with the knowledge acquired. 
Ah! but “exact sciences” have still 
traveled forward. They have shown that 
the bible stories on which the Christian 
system rests are mythical fables; that man 
fell not thus; but has ever been on the rise, 
and must forever rise. The miraculous 
Messiahship of the Jewish nation can have 
neither need nor place in a law governed 
universe, The idea of an only son of an 
infinite Deity borne by a maiden of an ob- 
scure tribe and inhabiting an obscure 
world —only one amongst the millions 
of millions of brighter and braver worlds 
—shocks all rational sense of order and 
proportion and comes before the cultured 
mind of the modern scholar, appended to 
the same endless mythological list of still 
earlier, less enlightened ages and more im- 
aginative men who installed Mars, the god 
as the son of Jupiter and Juno; 
od of old gean; a the 15 
of Bist, or lypso the 

nd God the daughter of Atlas. 


| this day a like unreasoning faith and love 


Swing never observed |OUR JOURNAL OF 
the fruit borne by the ignorant, unreasoning 
faith of the early church in God the Father, 
in Christ, the only begotten son; in the im- 
maculate virgin and in Christ's vicegerent 
upon earth, that he attempts to preach at 


CREMATION, 


Cremation a Spiritual and Sanitary 
Necessity. 


Nore.—Under appropriate headings we propose to 
publish, from time to time, journals on subjects of 
deep and abiding Interest to Spiritualists, as well as to 
all other classes. Each one will be continued fora 
time varying from three months to a year. They will 
rove veritable encyclopedias on the subjects treated. 
Spiritualists, Free Thinkers, physicians, ministers of 
the gospel, and progressive minds generally will find 
them of great value for reference, 


in he knows not what, as the only reliable 
bond of unity. Let him study the history 
of the dark ages of Europe and learn the 
contemptible depths of vice and folly to 


of God he so builds upon, sunk the sons of 
men, until science helped to break their 
chains. 

You may think hard of me to write thus, 
and that Mr. Swing does not mean as herein 
construed, But he clearly says in as many 
words that religious faith need not wait to 
know the nature of Jesus Christ any further 
than (1) that he leads the soul toward God; 
(2) that his mission was such leading; (3) 
that he has led millions thitherward and 
Sore Abd, Hain Beania SASA wa | ey agora ste Sena anata 
should be deemed fortunate that should th 8 ppi de u Hata 
know what God, or man, or Christ is; but = wang ER PA Saray 3 . 
more fortunate, than such a mind, is the ety la erate n e 
heart that can love deeply those three forms | concerned, and an a neal? to) anA 
of the mystery of being.” What is this). nihil,” unless the applicability is — 5 
but blind love without wisdom? To what a and it is alwa = pe bug thet e 
pandemonium of imbeciles and paradise of | the service 7 n rn tise 
F a be led, by any ethical system | merous things wherein this law is found as 

Bat we dare to question absolutely us aplat There ery ie exept the in 
truth of the three points just enumerated as PA + I 8 rd 
only needful for the unity of faith. First: 1 ease ye cse appliances 
As to the axiomatic character of the assump- There is no relativity between the modern 
ai rear cher Nein ee Aout furnace and the ancient burnings, then why 
=< ) : ~~... rant as if there were? 

e e M woe it 28 cry Ha Ponie is heathen amounts 
faith in the Jewish God and obedience to] Greece and Rome than burning: the former 
the Jewish law, from which neither ‘‘ jot nor being practiced by the cerita Be Moth aa 
tittle” should pass away. His God is the tions long before either 4 mto that 
same God that ‘walked in the garden in| renown for which it is so justly 1 

the cool of the evening; that made all (Reo Fisk’s Greek and Baca Antiquities 

things in six days; that made man and re- | Part III pages 149, 222, ete. a ? 
ented; that led the murderous hoards of 5 2 8 

the more than semi-barberous Jews with 25 ee pyre, ip 7 8 ne Moloch 
“cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night” eae —.— en ths? abe hss 2 5 pa 2 
to the slaughter of the people of Palestine; reducing Sgen ann anaa ira aA 

the same God that kept a devil as a partof his forming agent Aa O Were 
grand plan and put his reputed son through a 8 r 4 and the 
course of exercise under said devil's tuition. ame This is logic, and a legitimate in- 
If this slight fragmentary sample enumera- | ference. d 


tion be not a true picture of the God to- A? 4 = 
wards whom Jesus led, how dare the Christ- Ei prorat da et tee 
ian churches or any off-shoot from them, a hard draught that d it i F 
call the bible the “word of God.” And if and sentiment are many Gamer spat 
it be a true picture (as we assume itis) and | and no principle of Christ and his religion 
susceptible of enlargement to an indefinite | is violated or mutilated by this disposal of 
extent in the same line, how dare any sensi- thie dn e a ee TiL 
ble reasonable person still cling to Jesus | itate against the RU 80 of rit 18 
and ask us to accept as an unquestioned | urrection, and it atk Ad be alm S 
basis of loving unity and faith, such a fan- discuss it in the light of it. If a Ren) 
faronade of folly and absurdity? The] tion is possible Seat it is just as ible 
character of Jesus of Nazareth, like that of e il 1 Pa 
many other men, varied with his moods, |.: the urn on the mantel.” as from x oati 
and was ofttimes inconsistent with that ing pest-house of corru n AET 
manifested on other occasions, and especi-| the grave paon, 
ally with that assumed for him by his en-] It cannot be discussed in the light of ex- 
thusiaatio\disciples: ample, for although Christ is our pattern 
Mohammed, while a humble prophet, was in the resurrection.” vet his wisdom is dis- 
an amiable, considerate man to his servants played in rising the it rd day, knowing that 
and family, but became a bloody and cruel | the law was inevitable, and would produce 
propagandist when he attained to power. decay in his body. Do not understand me 
Jesus taught. love your enemies,” bless % assert that the result would have been 
them that curse you, when an humble any more difficult in the latter’ Gase than ths 
medium and psychic healer, but when] former, for the writer verily believes: that 
his mind was excited by the possession | the terms hard and easy, difficult and non- 
of these abnormal powers and by the flat- Aim. n enn entions, and havent 
tery ‘of the traditional messiahahip of the significance when speaking of God, the sum 
Jewish people he fancied himself coming] total of all power. 
in the clouds of heaven with power and But the —. — makes the point that no 
great glory,” then he spoke as a tyrant Iikeness obtains between our burial and the 
claiming homage. He expressed no pity entombing of Christ. Death is recognized 
for his weak and erring brother men, no as a ruler of a kingdom, and Christ’ isthe 
love for his enemies represented by the antagonist of that ruler, so it became him 
goats; but cursed them into everlasting fire to give evidence of his conquering death in 
prepared for the devil and his angels.” death's own realm 
Where was then either the loving Father] This last act of Christ was the supple- 
God or the tenderhearted brother men? ment of his whole life; our last act, if it 
No! Mr. Swing, you cannot palm off on to may be so called, is the individual conse- 
us, by any plausible rodomontade, that We | quence of personal violation, or relationship 
may build a useful and lasting unity of in violation. Hence no likeness exists other 
faith on a blind unquestioning reverence | than that Christ died; so does every man. 
and love for your three enumerated ‘‘mys-| The exultant rapture of the edged awriter 
teries of being.” The universe is full of when he exclaims, ‘I shall be satisfied 
“t these mysteries.” It is not for men to when I awake in thy likeness,” has a sig- 
exist here or hereafter as blind and ignor- nificance beyond corporeity, and should not 
ant worshipers or cringing paupers upon the | pe traduced into such low imagery. 
Divine bounty, or to become or remain] There is a passage or two given from 
sickly parasites upon the merits of any Christ's life, that if properly understood 
gifted brother man of this or any other age, ill assist in changing our thought of this 
be he never so worthy, but to arise like] material organism. When disputing with 
children of the Father's House eating freely | the Sadducees in reference to a resurrection 
of the tree of knowledge, perfecting and he informed them that ‘‘in the resurrection 
strengthening soul growth and finding work | they are neither married nor given in mar- 
throughout the cycles of extended life in riage; implying thereby such an effect on 
solving these many mysteries; to the in- the animal parts in their procreative func- 
crease of love, reverence and beatitude, not] tions as to amount to their destruction. 
in supine blindness and imbecility, Even] On another occasion, when talking of 
here may the expanded soul find love flow-| ments, ete., he told 1 disciples and 
ing out towards all the sentient ‘ mysteries Pharisees that God would destroy both the 
of being '—towards the animal life so won- | heats and the stomach. 
derful and so similiar to our own—towards If these two points are fact, there is very 
the mystery of the tree and the flower, so at- little left to the animal economy after the 
tractive in their blooming presence towards resurrection, so that the disintegrating 
the vault of heaven with an infinitude of process of ‘ricineration in no inden 
worlds and its inerasable records of a limit- the 8 and that this latter fact makes 
less past and ever glowing present all links a poor promise to the man described by 
in the grand chain of a united cosmos and Paul, as making a God of his belly. 
harmonious life and law. Expediency is the great law that touches 
Hockessin, Del. J. this subject, and the only one appearing to 
2 Soa the writer as of sufficient significance to en- 
We expect shat each copy of THE PRO-| tertain the serious thought PRS This is 
GRESSIVE THINKER will be instrumental in always the rule where neither the positive 
obtaining from one to ten subscribers, Just] or moral inhere. 
think, sixteen weeks on trial for twenty-five} Do we legislate for the dead or the 
cents; sixty-four pages of instructive read living? Are the dead to interfere with the 
claims of the living? So soon as conscious- 


CREMATION AS IT 18, NOT BURIAL As IT 
WAS.“ 

What is the use of discussing this subject 
in the light of ancient practice or prejudice, 
when there is neither statute positive, nor 
moral on the subject? 

The best light we have in reference to the 
matter is that which comes through the 
practice of nations. 

What is the value of that practice if it 


does not conduce to the general well being 


G. JACKSON. 


ing, worth its weight in gold, for only that 12 X 
amount, We want to reach the great mass pees “aneii apirik pasantren OREN a 


ae A body, when we deal with body are we deal- 
of Spiritualists; you want us to do so also ing with the active agent or the passive? Is 
then aid us, this what we call the man? 

If so, then our religion, our ethics, our 
legislation are at fault, and need to be rad- 
ically revised; for all our proceeding has 
been on the line that the spirit is the man, 

But our practice, after death takes place, 
is to assume and assert the contrary, Is 
not this a phase of religious materialism, 
quite as objectionable as the profane ma- 
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NE DEPARTMENT alone of Tur Proonessive 

Trinken—The Progressive Thinker's Rostrum’ 
—will be more than worth the price of subscription. 
Just think, for only 14g cents per week you can have 
the paper visit you regularly. 


O. S. Dillon, of Little Rock, Ark., writes: 
“ Enclosed find twenty-five cents, Send me 


Tne Progressive TINKE n. This is the . 5. 

second twenty-five cents I have sent you, I Ae ind anne police AAN 
suppose the other got lost in route. Your tagious air bolstered-up ghosts for the sup- 
paper is sound on our work, and I hope it} port of science properly (not popularly) so 
will be prosperous. [This is the first com- called? Have not our investigations re- 
plaint to us that a quarter has gone astray. vealed anything to us? 

They are coming to us every day, from all]. This is expediency, and if the foregoing 
sections secured to a card, a hole cut in the is fact, but one thing is left us, let go sentia 
card, the quarter placed therein and paper ment and cling to principle, 

pasted on both sides. —Epn. ] 
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forward towards us, and I said: ‘Friend, and I would add that I miss greatly the 
of all the scenes I have beheld in the power of the lady (Mrs. Browne, whose 
spheres,—in the different grades I have} health necessitated a change) who is absent 
passed through,—of all the sights which from the circle, and it will give us much 
have enraptured my spiritual senses, this} pleasure to have her back again. 
monument has left the most profound im.] I heard the following prayer as I lately 
“The Grand Roallty,“ being experiences In spirit pression, Canst thou tell me how it was reclined against one of the trees in the gar- 
life of a celebrated dramati, recelved through aj placed there? Is its presence the mere out- den of which I have just spoken; and as I 
l Holy Truth,” ARa anal Chefettanity,” come of superstition? or is it placed there have the child who uttered it with me, I 
“The Conflict Between Authority and Reason,” “The |as an emblem of the Great Reformer's suf- | will speak it, impressed by her, through the 
Religion of the Future,” Etc. ferings? Thus he spoke to me: „When] medium: 
[Continued from last week. ] Jesus was upon earth, full well you know, “When I knelt down, or rather felt in- 
Lecture VIII. he accomplished more acts of justice and|spired to litt my mind to my kind Father, 
self-denial than ever man did before, or is} little ones, close around me, stood and 
likely to do again, He, in passing away, | listened to my prayer, 
suffered a death by which one of Nature's} Oh! Deity, Thou gentle, loving Parent! 
Alone laws was violated, His death was murdor, | Thy love I feel within my bosom flowing. 
istenco had now become so far deve 7755 and you are well aware that the spirit must Thou hast told me through Thy works that 
that I was intuitively drawn to them. i for a time suffer from such consequences, |I will see Thee, I have looked —yes, looked, 
observed that spirits here 2 bay yt When he arrived upon this ground, there in vain, I cannot picture Thee, and I think 
together in bands of numbers vary ing e was the lazar-house, to which he was that Thy Life is more great and vivid than 
50,000 to 100,000! Now, if you will reflect brought. His spirit was destitute of light; |a spiritchild can comprehend or know, And 
and throw your mind back to what I do- all seemed dark and cloudy. For weeks we} yet I feel an influence that wafts me to Thee. 
Aden an ruling in the pecond epee; vi were trying to bring him into spiritual con-] Oh! it is not in one particular thing or 
will recollect that I told you that t es sciousness, and to animate his spiritual) another that I see Thee. No! I see Thee 
the spirits scemed to be of ae 15 es, form. Thousands of the noblest martyrs] in everything in the flower, in the tree, in 
r 12 A ea graced this spot where thou dost stand— f| the rock, in the brook, I there can see Thee; 
grades apart. But here it 151 ‘ Saw many of whom left imperishable monuments jin the birds that fly around me I there do 
it hae N 18 bo progas loget 0 behind—felt sad, indeed, when they looked | behold Thee, I feel, Oh! Father, that Thou 
2 p poner o m 8 pI Genoe, Raug upon the face of him who had been so are not seated on a throne decked in white 
5 N Late N e EDUN gentle and so kind. They stood with aweſf array, but that Thou art everywhere present 
Christian's < d th e l t „y | Upon this spot and sorrowfully thought off and that everything in Nature feels Thy 
the 9 N aA which partial: the unjust and cruel treatment of earth’s|divine glow. Lustres bright do deck the 
and liberally educated, because he cannot inhabitants, perpetrated towards this most) heavens that I have seen, but I am softly 
bi ts in the sphere exemplary man. As you visit the old bat- told by those who know more than I do that 
eee anibal tp you, where, with tle-fields and think of your ancestors— Thou dost not linger there; that except in 
their cramped notions, the inhabitants can- Whose valor was made plain Thy glorious works | can never behold Thee, 
pot comprehend the ie To defend their country’s name But still I know that Thou art always close 
advanced spirits; and, therefore, they are] Whose swords were drawn, and who freely to and surrounding me. Thy works tell me 
of a more divided sort. Like the flowers of shed their blood for you; when you are re- how little I do know of Thee. If Thou 
your earth—the varieties of which are so minded of this you reverence the memory wouldst but take me by the hand and lead 


numerous that it occupies the brains of your [Of those ancestors. And I say to you, that 11 . So Rese 5 rod e 
best botanists to get a thorough understand- | this very ground—which is the most sacred ifo—if ire 7 worship la 15 view 
ing of them all—so it is in the second | in this sphere, where all is sacred—is rever- = Thy Glorious Se ae I ork d but see 
sphere in regard to its people. But here no| enced, not because Deity was brought here, U Toas Thou art, e 8 ey infinite 
such great diversity exists, because each | but because it was the first resting place ot rare ee indeed, I might understand 
spirit is thoroughly en rapport with every |the great Exemplar of mankind after quit- | Snee. 

other spirit surrounding him, except it be in | ting that earth, whose inhabitants were so : 
the case of those brought here temporarily unworthy of him. iy was here) that: thou. TOU who refuse to subseribe for the Progressive 


for a purpose, I felt that there was a great | Sands of spirits watched and waited; it was TaIxKER will be left in the rear, Your neigt 


deal to learn, compared with which my past |an anxious watching, an anxious waiting. I} who takes it, will be brought in contact with the 
d x Pir - — ma tat spirit of the age, its leading minds, while you are In 
knowledge and experience would be insig- shall never forget that time of our solicitous * eiaa ry — flag 10 yo 


nificant, when the vast robes and curtains | Watching. Every sign of restoration was 
that seemed to enfold the works of Deity | critically examined, and the result tele- Written for The Progressive Thinker. 
had been drawn aside. I was told that it graphed (for so I will term it) from sphere a 
was only by the aid and teaching of the] to sphere, so that each spirit in the vast CREATION, 
brighter spirits, and by drinking of the pure realms might know how the worthy one pro- ; 
fountain of knowledge, that a higher and |gressed. His spirit at last shone forth with THE THREE THEORIES. 
more blissful state could be attained. [|resplendent beauty, and he recommenced 
noticed that all the animals of this sphere] those teachings, for the promulgation of 
seemed of a more refined character, The|Which upon earth he was so outrageously 
beauty of the music was beyond the powers | treated. It was here he again spoke vol- 
of conception, and the singing truly de-| umes in the language which when he was 
licious. The time appeared to me to be per- upon earth he was so accomplished in. It 
fect, but I was told that it was not so. was here that many thousands gathered, de- 
Tne old sage, again addressing me said: [termined to bring these efforts into every 
„Come, friend, I will lead you forth into spirit's recollection. Oh! my friend, con- 
such scenes as you could never imagine to template for a moment the actions, even as 
have existed. Then all the old sensation] recorded only, of this peerless man, and 
of curiosity again arose within me, and my] Say, was he not entitled to the esteem which 
whole being was overcome with awe. IIe resulted in the erection of this monument? laboring for the uplifting of human kind 
conducted me to what seemed like an open Had you and I performed any actions at all The caption to this paper, as designating 
pavilion, and from that pavilion we descended | Commensurate with those of the man for] the subject of my essay, is one given me by 
white and glistening steps. Having con- whom this monument has been raised, then spirit impression at io manent ar taking 
cluded the descent I there met spirits of indeed we would have been paid most my pen for the task. What disposition I 
different grades, some of whom had lived |grandly. But behold that cross! Twenty] may be able to make of it to advance the 
upon earth in my time, but with whom 1] Years of earthly time were occupied in erect- | cause of human elevation is yet to be tested 
was unacquainted, and others who bad ing it. It was carved out of jaspar, as you} 4 thought illumes my hope that a contrast 
passed away from earth before I had ap-] can see; and those words, by Christ's own! of the old theory of creation and its con- 
peared upon it. We passed on until we/hands, were placed upon it, as you read. | comitants with those of more modern times 
came to a balcony, which was suspended by It was determined that this monument may serve to show the advancement made 
beautiful wires interlaced and drawn over] should be placed there so that each one among thinking minds, and thus give en- 
each other. As I said before, in reference] might know where Jesus stood, not as a courayenient to press still onward in the 
to the towns, cities and worlds being appar-] God, however; but in the power of a spirit grand march of mind. That there has been 
ently founded upon something of a nature | Purer than many who have been thousands great progress made since our earlier hist- 
soft and beautiful, so were the foundations of years in the spheres. It is there for you ory, as touching the modus operandi of 
of this pavilion of a nature so velvety that] to look at, that you may be incited to good the world’s present status and manner of 
it ee lightness to if, 11 Upon e and reverence it for what it is existence, is evident to minds who think 
each side there were magnificent specimens . gically > question; re 
of sculpture, and pictures of the deat This was the first time that Jesus of Naz- EEN Se KET 10 er 
scenes, We then entered a garden, where | areth had come across my spiritual thoughts. thoughts and ideas to be achieved before 
I beheld a scene that riveted my attention. |I had been too busily engaged studying the 2 trom positive knowledge can be 
It was here that the noble Reformer first| Works of Nature to pay much attention to reached, the writer feels equally certain; 
trod with his spiritual feet; it was here that such a subject, and when I found that all aud if he but succeed in eliciting thought 
loud peals of music sounded which rever- things were not true that I had been beliey- re abler thinkers and writers than him- 
berated from sphere to sphere; it was here ing in, I did not give the biblical teachings self, he, at least and probably many others 
that the loud rumbling was heard when he much time or thought. I was sanguine of | may be much benefited, Now, theory No. 
passed away; it was here that the weary and | inding a Bible in Nature's works; the starry |} might with propriety be omitted in this 
forlorn one sped; it was here where the new. firmament for a God instead of Christ, dissertation, were {t true that all men and 
born spirit was brought to rest; it was here, | martyrs, or anything else similar, Here, „omen had outgrown the ill and contaminat- 
into this glade of flowers, he was flrst however, I found that he who was of a pure, ing influences of its tenets and teachings 
brought after death- simple, lowly mind, had a monument that But they nave not—many yet linger on the 
We proceeded a little further into the |W worth more than all that I could count plane of babyhood’s first-thoughts, and the 
garden, of which I will try and give you af uon earth. I found that his name here was peculiar character of the effects ‘of those 
description. I shall merely take a rough fu lisp upon every child's mouth. thoughts upon their minds being that they 
estimate, and say that it was, by your earthly In this sphere I perceived that everything are perfect, plenary and infallible which 
Measurement, about forty miles in length, Was of a divine and holy perfectness, and precludes the necessity for any ‘farther 
and about thirty miles in width. I noticed [9f childlike simplicity and innocence. No} search for a knowledge of the truth, makes 
that in various parts of this garden differ-| Outward discordance or inward wrangle was it the mord important that said theory be 
ent kinds of old carvings were suspended, | Perceivable, all being in a most beautiful | placed in line of contrast with other theories 
and among others I observed those of the form. I endeavored to ascertain what was far superior in point of philosophy ethics 
Jews. Everything that was most precious |£00d and what was bad, But how was II and good sense ' 
seemed to have been collected in this gar-|to start? No little difficulty seemed to be This theory, which I have designated 
den, the decorations of which were most in my way. The old sage was the only one} Tneory No, 1, is that, that claims the uni- 
beautiful. The lovely flowers were entwined |Who appeared to cling specially to this} arge with all it embraces, was created out 
with each other, and fell over in beautiful |Spiritual ground, and to him I had recourse. | of nothing; that God (whatever that word 
idleness, appearing to rest for support on Addressing him I said: Spirit, thou hast may mean) using words of the great Inger- 
their neighbors. Into this enchanting place | been here so many years, centuries seem to} ojj, « took some nothing and made some 
we entered hand in hand. I noticed that] have rolled over thy hoary head; the staff something "as a starter, and of that somo- 
honses were grouped about in different parts in thy hand resembles a magic wand. Canst thing ona ws made, or ‘sprang into being 
of the garden; they were of diversified | thou tell me if the teachings which Christ! Thig virtually constitutes the basic principle 
colors, and appeared to be built of pearl left behind on mother earth were all true? the central factor, from whence has orig- 
and ivory. Wreaths of plants and flowers|‘‘Oh! man,” he replied, what wert thou! inated that widely-compounded and strange 
embellished these houses by entwining them-|4pon earth but a mere gathering of the] Mixture of fancy, superstition and prejudice 
selves around and over them, imparting an | fragments left of atoms! From atoms are| g commonly known as the orthodox system 
of inexpressible beauty, We were | Substances produced, such as sandhills and | at faith, Its basis being founded on 
allowed to ramble about these delightful |mountains; and this earth becomes a man, | nothing, it has triumphantly beld its own 
parterres, without any restrictions being Im-] and they worship him! Jesug TI saw here, | for verily there is nothing in it but a grand 
posed upon us. As we sped along I noticed for many years I was in his company. | mistake, and the imagined monstrosities 
a large adornment in the form of a cross, | Naught did he teach here, friend, from which | that have sprang from a belief in it. It 
upon which was inscribed, «Jesus of and, one could infer that he considered him. being illegitimate, 1. e, con to all 
azareth." This was the spot to which they |#¢lf Deity, or above his fellows, But in| known laws in nature for som to be 
brought him when the agony of the cross lie, life here, as well as upon carth, he has} produced from nothing, it is equally con- 
was o'er, I little thought to find this in] left traces of his sublime character, See trary to the law of reason, phil 
such a place. This is where the sad mis- here, friend! Hadst thou, when upon earth, | common sense, to construct a 
take has been made by many spirits, who|¢xercised thy understanding—as was ex-| o¢ faith, much less one of know 
have just had a glimpse of this, and with- of thee—thou wouldst have known | such an hypothetical basis. Let as 
out receiving any explanation, have rushed Christ by his works, divesting him of that 


off to their companions in the second sphere | Which he never contemplated of assuming. 
And recounted the fact of having soea this |The mistake is a wondrous mistake! They 


with a crown; made three in 
them hand in hand; and this. 
understood earth) 


THE GRAND REALITY! 


Experiences in Spirit Life of a Cele- 
brated Dramatist. 


1 found no difficulty in finding my friends 
here, because the laws of my spiritual ex- 


[To be continued. 
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For nearly two years my pen has been 
silent; not, however, that I had nothing to 
write about, but that I did not find time to 
devote in that way. Now that opportunity 
offers, and THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER visits 
me weekly, with clean face, pure motives 
and gigantic strength to execute its human- 
itarian plans and purposes, the inviting 
prospects impel me to resume my pen once 
more, to battle error in my humble way, 
with those noble souls who are ever found 


THE PROGRESSIVE THINKER. 


required in producing the change, there 
was, necessarily, progress in the changing 
of it from nothing to something. Now, 
what we want our orthodox philosopher to 
tell us is, what was that nothing after it 
quit its state of nonentity, and before it had 
attained ita state of positive entity? For, 
according to the law of progression, it 
could not have been wholly nothing; nor 
could it have been integrally something, 
for the reason that a change was taking 
place, The only conclusion then, one can 
form in the matter, is something like this: 
That somewhere in the realm of nowhere, 
but along the line of progress, it was neither 
the one nor the other, but a genuine ortho- 
dox amalgamation of the two, i e., partly 
nothing and partly something, say ninety- 
nine millionths of the former and one- 
millionth the latter; thence, ninety-cight 
millionths nothing and two millionths some- 
thing, and so on and on, leaving the state 
of its former mode in search of the new 
until it became something entire, Such a 
process of action is a mathematical absurd- 
ity—a monstrosity, that nature herself 
would blush to own as having been a child 
she draped when playing one of her wildest 
freaks, And yet it is the identical ab- 
surdity that constitutes the basic principle 
in the whole process of orthodox thinking; 
and is the back-bone and only support of 
her whole system of creedal monstrosities, 
combining perfect creation with retrograde 
movement, total depravity with a pros- 
pective eternal obliteration. Nor does it 
stop at this, but with failure on the part of 
Deity to run business successfully, an as- 
signment must needs be made over to a 
ghost and virgin-begotten Savior, hence a 
dying god, immortal gnawing worms, with 
other devils, and a sulphurous, fiery lake, 
for the endless roasting of human souls, be- 
came necessary, as the equally miraculous 
result or outgrowth of the miraculous crea- 
tion of a world out of nothing. 

Now, I do not, by this mode of ex- 
pression touching the orthodox view of crea- 
tion, mean to wound the feelings of, nor 
deny the right of, any one to form his or 
her own conclusion in the matter. Were 
this the only object, then, indeed, my motive 
would be a bad one, and my time worse 
than wasted. No, it is the consequences 
growing out of this view of creation—the 
theological dogmas constructed to har- 
monize therewith, that I object to. For, as 
already hinted. the whole fabrication of the 
orthodox religious creed, like its philosophy, 
is a gross mistake, originating in the mis- 
taken idea that man sprang from nothing 
Why, he who can be msde to believe that 
God can make something out of nothing, 
can easily believe anything that will enlarge 
his liberties and enhance his pleasures; he 
can believe that the same God can license 
him to commit all manner of crime, and 
upon the easy task of confession, his whole 
category of crimes can be forgiven him, re- 
gurdless of the eternal law of cause and 
effect, justice and right. Indeed, this is 
just the thing the good orthodox does be- 
lieve—a belief equivalent to a premium 
paid on crime; the consequence of which is, 
criminals are daily produced. And to verify 
the truth of the whole of this assertion, 
ministers of the creed sanction, and legisla- 
tion sanctifies its evil consequences; and 
daily a human soul is launched into eternity 
with the deluding hope of being rewarded 
with everlasting joy, for having believed 
and conformed his life to the teachings of 
the silly theory. 

Another gem in the creedal compound is 
that death came upon man by eating; and 
upon the principle that the hair of the 
hound will cure the wound, the creed as- 
sumes that by eating, the same dead shall 
inherit eternal life. That is, the man or 
woman who believes the creed, may be dead 
in sin, and by eating—not the apple that 
Adam ate, but the flesh of a dead god, and 
drinking his blood, may be reinstated into 
life anew, holy and without sin, as he was 
just after emerging out of nothing into 
something; and thus he, not only exempted 
from the gnawings of immortal worms and 
the din of gnashing of devil's teeth, but 
will most assuredly enter into the joys of 
“ Kingdome Kome.” The flesh and blood, 
however, possessing such divine orthodox 
efficacy, and to be eaten by the pilgrim with 
the promise of glory, may be substituted 
by a bottle of wine and a pinch of hard 
tack. There is something marvelous too, 
about this symbolical blood, for we are 
taught that it will either kill or cure, de- 
pending wholly upon the motive and the 
place in which it is drank. For instance, 
if you drink it to make you lively, and in a 
saloon-keeper's swill-shop, it will kill you; 
but if you drink it in an orthodox gospel- 
shop, and in the name of the Son of a 
Ghost (Christ) it will not only not kill you, 
but your little brains will be all alive with 
the memory of him whom you have thus 
taken, symbolically, into your miraculously 
created stomach, But this theory is also a 
bloody theory, in another and still worse 
sense of the term. For, though originating 
from nothing, as shown by orthodox logic, 
it could not be made to possess divine ef- 
fleacy ‘without the shedding of blood,” 
and a god's blood at that, and so it is that 
when orthodox pilgrims drink some of this 
blood, and get happy, they add to the occa- 
sion by singing that hallowed piece of 
melody, There is a fountain filled with 
blood. And, as blood calls for blood, 
the result is, fifty millions of human lives 
have been sacrificed in defense of this 
bloody institution, besides, at the very least, 
three-fourths of the whole human 
are, by orthodox ministers, so far as is in 
their power to execute, consigned to endless 
torment for not believing theory No. 1. 

J. H. MENDENHALL, 

Muncie, Ind., Jan. J, 1890. 


FTER glancing over this number of Toe Pno- 
Ones THINKER, and observing Ita fine typo- 
graphical appearance, and the large number of inter- 
esting articles, you will certainly want a more ex- 
tended acquaintance, It will be sent to you sixteen 
woeks, on trial, for 25 cents, 
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A ONE THOUSAND DOLLAR PRIZE 
MANUAL 


Tun AMERICAN Sroutan Union, a volun- 
tary association having for its object the 
complete separation of Church and State, in 
practice as well as in profession, and in no 
way committed to any system of religious 
belief or disbelief, acting herein by its 
President, Richard B. Westbrook, A. M., 
LL. D., as its special trustee and attorney- 
in-fact, hereby offer a premium of One 
Thousand Dollars (#1,000) lawful money 
of the United States, for the best essay, 
treatise, or manual adapted to nid and assist 
teachers in our free public schools and in the 
Girard College for orphans, and other 
public and charitable institutions professing 
to be unsevtarian, to thoroughly instruct 
children and youth in the purest principles 
of morality without isouloating religious 
doctrines, thus recognizing the legal right 
under our Federal Constitution of all our 
citizens, Jews and Gentiles, Catholics and 
Protestants, Liberals and Agnostics, and all 
other classes, whether believers or disbe- 
lievers, to have their children instructed in 
all the branches of n common secular educa- 
tion in our State schools, without having 
their tender minds biased for or against any 
sect or party whatever. 

It is desired that the manual for which 
this premium is offered shall not be a read- 
ing book for schools, nor a mere code of 
morals, much leas a system of ethical phi- 
losophy, but rather a concise yet compre- 
hensive and suggestive exhibit, with 
familiar and practical illustrations of those 
universal foundation principles and axiom- 
atic truths which underlie all sound morality 
and rightfulness, thus developing and 
educating that inherent moral sense which is 
more or less common to all rational human 
beings. In short, to show how to teach 
children the natural and essential difference 
between right and wrong, and the reasons 
therefor, without reference to sacerdotal 
creeds and sectarian dogmas, is the chief 
object to be kept in mind in writing for this 
premium; as it is the unquestionable right 
of every tax-payer and citizen of this free 
republic to have their children educated in 
our common schools without having their 
minds prejudiced on those disputed subjects 
which may safely be intrusted to the family, 
the churches and the Sunday-schools, where 
they properly belong. 

While each writer will be expected to 
confine himself or herself to the main object 
of this offer, the widest practical freedom in 
the form and range of treatment will be al- 
lowed, but all prejudice and partizanship 
regarding current controversies should be 
scrupulously avoided. 

The manual should not contain less than 
60,000 words, nor more than 100,000, 
though these limits will not be insisted 
upon in a work of special merit. 

The papers should all be submitted by 
April 1, 1890, though more time will be 
granted if necessary; but the committee will 
be ready to receive manuscripts by the Ist 
day of January, 1890. 

Each manuscript should be in type- 
writing, or at least should be very legibly 
written to insure a careful reading, and 
should have a special mark or designation, 
and the name and post office address of the 
author should be sent at the same time in a 
sealed envelope, not to be opened until 
after the award is made, bearing the same 
mark, and both addressed to R. B. West- 
brook, No. 1707 Oxford St., Philadelphia, 
Pa., post or express paid, Unaecepted 
manuscripts will be returned to the writers 
at their own expense, and the accepted 
manuscript shall become the exclusive 
property of the Union, to be held in trust by 
the trustee herein named, and the premium 
of $1,000 will be promptly paid, without 
discount, when the copyright is thus se- 
cured. The money is now on deposit, in 
trust, with the Guarantee Trust and Safe 
Deposit Company in Philadelphia, for the 
object contemplated. 

A representative and impartial committee 
shall in due time be carefully selected by 
the subscribers to this fund or a majority of 
them, to act as judges of the manuscripts 
submitted and to award the prize. The 
trustee herein named shall be a member, 
and the chairman of said committee, 
whether he continues in the presidency of 
the American Secular Union or not. 

Writers of all nations are invited to join 
in the friendly contest, and the award will 
be made without regard to nationality or 


sex. 
R. B. WESTBROOK, 
President of the American Secular Union, 
1707 Oxford St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Attest: 


E. B. FOOTE, Jn, 
Chairman Executive Committee. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Treasu 


rer. 


One-and-One-Half Cents!—That express- 
ses it within a very small fraction—the price 
of each copy of our beautiful paper. It is 
a new deal! a new departure! an enterprise 
that portends much to Spiritualism! You 
are not asked to take stock; you are not im- 
portuned for gifts or bequests; all you are 
asked to contribute weekly is one cent and a} 
fraction—16 weeks for 25 cents! Get up al 
club at once, We believe it possible to ob 
tain at no distant day 100,000 trial sub 


N 2 
OUR ROSTRUM. 


A NEW FEATURE INTRODUCED IN THE 
PROGRESSIVE THINKER. 


A Rare Intellectual Feast in Store, 


Our Readers Brought in Contact with the 
Leading Minds of the Country. 


We take especial pleasure in stating that 
we have made arrangements whereby we 
can bring the readers of Tue Paoonrasive 
Tinker in contact with the leading minds 
of the age, through the instrumentality of 
a series of addresses, sermons or essays o 
subjects of great interest to every reflective 
mind, The phenomenal success of Im 
Prooressive Tuinken, and the hearty good 
will and enthusiasm with which it has berg 
received, make it a fit receptacle for the 
best thoughts, and an excellent agent for 
the enlightenment of the world on subjects 
of paramount importance. 

It was inaugurated after several impres 
sive visions by the editor, wherein its future 
usefulness and policy were foreshadowed, 
and he has never for a moment doubted but 
what he would fully realize every promis 
made by the celestial visitants, In com 
pliance with their request, this lecture course 
has been projected, and we believe it wil 
be enthusiastically received by the reading 
public and be instrumental in doing a great 
work. Our only object in living is t % 
good. With that object in view we Om 
menced Tue Procressive Tuinker; with 
that object in view we placed its subscripta 
price so low that its editor could never be 
come wealthy therefrom; with that objectis: 
view we have been enabled to bring to th 
front leading minds, who will present ther 
well matured thoughts to go forth as 
sengers of light. 


The next on the list, February 15, is 
DR. H. W. THOMAS. 
March 1, 


J. E. WOODHEAD. 
March 15, 
DR CHARLES W HIDDEN 
March 29, 
DR. J. K. BAILEY. 
April 12, 
DR Q. W. BROWN. 
April 26, 
DR ADAM MILLER. 
May 10, 
PROF ALEX. WILDER. 


May 24, 


LYMAN C. HOWE. 
June 7, 

MRS CORA L. V. RICHMOND 

June 21, the 

REV. SAMUEL WATSON, 
July 5 

HUDSON TU 
July 19, 

A. M. GRIFFEN. 


August 2, 

REV. T. W. WOODROW. 
August 16, 
J. O. BARRETT, 
August 30, 

HON. SIDNEY DEAN. 

September 13, i 

J. D. BUCK, M. D. ` 


September 27, 
WILLIS F. WHITE 


October 11, 
PROF. J. R. BUCHANAN. 


October 25, 
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